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28TH SEASON   |   183RD PRODUCTION

KARYL LYNN BURNS and JONATHAN DRAHOS PH.D.
Producing Artistic Directors

presents

 In Association with Honorary Producer MARY ANN COHEN

Producer’s Circle Member  
RUTH PASH

Additional Casting by  
MICHAEL DONOVAN

 Co-Sponsored by JODY SHAPIRO and AARON ZAIDOFF | DIANA TROIK

Based on the novel “RAGTIME” by 
E.L. DOCTOROW

Original Orchestrations by WILLIAM DAVID BROHN
 Additional Orchestrations by KIM SCHARNBERG

*Members of Actors' Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.
^Designers represented by United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

†The Director is a member of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers Union.

Associate Artistic Director/Producer/Casting Director
STEPHANIE COLTRIN BEYRIES

Director
J. SCOTT LAPP†

Conductor/Music Director
ABDUL HAMID ROYAL

Choreographer
NATALIE ISCOVICH

Set, Lighting & Projection Designer
MIKE BILLINGS^

Sound Designer/Engineer
DANNY FIANDACA

Costume Designer
PAMELA SHAW^

Orchestrations
RYAN TOUHEY

Wig Designer
DANIELLE WHITE

Prop & Furniture Designer
ALEX CHOATE

Dialect Coach 
JOEL GOLDES

Stage Manager
SATARUPA THYME*

Assistant Stage Manager
NICO PARDUCHO*

Production Manager 
CHRISTOPHER BEYRIES

Technical Director
JOE LOPEZ

In Memory and in Celebration of EILEEN OGLE and JUDITH R. NELSON

The student matinees are supported in part by  
LORETTA and MIKE MEREWETHER. 

Community Sponsors are DR. JEANNE P. ADAMS and  
BARBARA GURAL and TOM STEINMETZ. 

The Set Sponsor is RUTH HEMMING, ED.D. 

CARTER MICHAEL’S appearance is underwritten by  
Artist Underwriters NANCY RASMUSSEN and WILLIAM WAYSON.

RAGTIME 
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All 

authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com  
Any video and/or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

Ragtime was originally produced on Boradway by Livent (U.S.)

ADDITIONAL TITLE CREDITS

UNIONS

SPECIAL THANKS

ADDITIONAL CREDITS

Starring 
CARTER MICHAEL* CHELLE DENTON* DANNY BECKER* MARISA MOENHO

Featuring
BEN MICHAEL*, JACOB HAREN*, KATE PONZIO, ANGELA GRISWOLD, DEANDRE SIMMONS, 

GUY NOLAND*, AMBER WRIGHT*, CHRISTOPHER JAMES HESTER, DEJA FIELDS, HILLARY BOYD, 
CHANCE CHALLEN, AMY SORENSON, ZAIDEN DECKARD , AUSTIN PICHAIKUL, PAZ SCHAFFER, 

ANNA MARIE MELENDREZ

Book by  
TERRENCE MCNALLY 

Music by  
STEPHEN FLAHERTY

Lyrics by  
LYNN AHRENS

2

RAGTIME



For information about becoming a sponsor or an underwriter,
please contact Rubicon Development Director Seryozha La Porte at  

slaporte@rubicontheatre.org.

MAJOR SPONSORS

Our Season is dedicated to longtime  
Board Member and supporter Stephanie Zierhut.

The season is made possible in part through a grant from the  
City of San Buenaventura and the County of Ventura.  

Recent building and equipment upgrades have been made possible 
 through a grant from the California Arts Council and the State of California.

MEDIA PARTNERS
GoCityShopper.com/Local Link App

Jill Webb

COMMUNITY SPONSORS
Dr. Jeanne Adams

Barbara Gural
Tom Steinmetz

MEDIA SPONSORS

Lauren Alexander & Terry Foley 
Stacey & John Birchfield

Mary Ann Cohen
Ruth Hemming

Nora McNeely Hurley 
& Michael Hurley

The Jack Oakie & Victoria Horne Oakie 
Charitable Foundation

SHOW/SEASON SPONSORS
Jordan Laby & Family

The Manitou Fund
Barbara Meister

Shawn Baker & Jeffrey Naylor
Nancy Rasmussen & William Wayson

Valerie & Jeff Snider
Becky & Steve Snyder

SPRING IRELAND TRIP

Please contact: PERLA MEDINA PONTI
pponti@rubicontheatre.org or call 805.667.2912, ext. 225

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!  
Early Reservations Strongly Recommended

As the birthplace of Yeats, Synge, Shaw, 
Beckett, Wilde, and countless contemporary 
playwrights, Dublin is a city where history and 
storytelling meet on every corner. 

During our 8-day, 7-night journey, we’ll 
immerse ourselves in Ireland’s extraordinary 
theatrical tradition while enjoying elegant 
accommodations, exceptional dining, 
fascinating guided tours, and performances at 
some of Europe’s most celebrated theatres.

MAY 11–19, 2027

•	7 nights in a luxury  
five-star Dublin hotel. 

•	Performances at several of  
Ireland’s legendary theatres. 

•	A full-day excursion to  
Powerscourt Estate & Gardens, 
with the possibility of visiting 
Glendalough. 

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

SCAN TO LEARN MORE:

•	Guided visits to Trinity College 
and the Book of Kells, Dublin 
Castle, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Temple Bar, Merrion Square, 
and other iconic sites.

•	Your choice of a Hop-on,  
Hop-off tour or a walking  
tour of literary Dublin. 

TRAVEL WITH RUBICON! NOW BOOKING!

CO-SPONSORS
Jody Shapiro & Aaron Zaidoff, Diana Troik
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Human Connections in all their Complexity and Beauty

SUBSCRIBE to 4 or 5 SHOWS and SAVE 15%!

FEB 10–28, 2027
A New 30TH Anniversary 

Production of the  
Off-Broadway Hit 

This fresh, new production 
explores the imperfect yet 

enduring love of a sister and 
brother as well as a mother and 

son through the lens of a  
South Asian family in an  
ever-changing America.

MAR 24–APR 11, 2027 
A Hilarious Murder  

Mystery Musical with  
Two Actors and a Piano

This is a madcap musical 
comedy that blends murder 

mystery with vaudevillian  
flair. Full of twists, turns,  

and nonstop laughs –  
this show is an irresistible  

theatrical romp.

DEC 2–24, 2026
A One-Man Tour de Force  

Performed by a Tony  
Award-Winner

The timeless tale of Ebenezer 
Scrooge comes to thrilling 

new life as Tony Award-
winner Jefferson Mays plays 
over 50 roles in this virtuosic  

performance that must be  
seen to be believed!

OCT 27–NOV 21, 2027
Tony Award-Winning Musical 

Based on a True Story

When 38 planes are diverted to a tiny town 
in Newfoundland on 9/11, residents open 
their homes and hearts to thousands of 

strangers. What unfolds is an extraordinary 
musical story about ordinary people and 

the power of human kindness.  

MAY 12–30, 2027
An Epic Theatrical Event  

Not-To-Be-Missed!   

Winner of the 2022 Tony Award  
for Best Play, this gripping saga  

spans over 150 years. It traces the rise 
and fall of the Lehman Brothers, from 
immigrant beginnings to the heights  

of Wall Street power.

•	A luxury AirBNB for you and up to 5 
friends in the Napa/Sonoma area

•	Concierge-curated experiences 
•	A private gourmet chef’s dinner
•	A limousine tour and wine tasting of 

three vineyards

To celebrate Rubicon’s 2026/27 Season - 
THE TIES THAT BIND - one lucky person 
will win The Ultimate Reunion Trip! Our 
upcoming season is all about connection, 
relationships, shared experiences, and 
memory-making! When you subscribe by 
November 15, you SAVE 15% AND are 
automatically entered to win.

A 5-DAY/4-NIGHT EXCURSION 

Subscribe to Rubicon’s TIES THAT BIND 
Season no later than November 15, 2026  
to be automatically entered.

THE ”TIES THAT BIND” SEASON CONTEST! 

HOW TO ENTER:

ANNOUNCING OUR 2026/2027 SEASON

To order or for complete contest details, visit:

www.rubicontheatre.org/contest

SUBSCRIBE NOW AND ENTER TO WIN!

SCAN CODE TO SUBSCRIBE
805.667.2900  |  www.rubicontheatre.org



NEXT UP AT RUBICON!

The timeless tale of Ebenezer Scrooge comes to thrilling new 
life as Tony Award-winner Jefferson Mays (I Am My Own 

Wife, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder) plays over 50 
roles, from Scrooge and Marley to Tiny Tim and the  

three Ghosts, in an extraordinary retelling of Dickens’  
beloved holiday classic.

SCAN CODE TO BUY TICKETS
805.667.2900  |  www.rubicontheatre.org

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE

DR. JONATHAN  
DRAHOS

Dear Rubicon Family,

It is such an honor and privilege to take up the post as 
Rubicon’s new Artistic Director. The nonpareil Karyl Lynn 
Burns is retiring after more than two-and-a-half decades 
of service to this magical company. My vision is to 
build on the extraordinary legacy she and James O’Neil 
created together and guide Rubicon into its next chapter. 

I am thrilled to introduce our 2026/27 Season, The Ties 
That Bind: Human Connections in All Their Complexity 
& Beauty. This extraordinary season of dramas, comedies, 
and musicals explores the enduring power of family, 
community, memory, and our shared humanity.

We begin with Ragtime, the sweeping Tony Award-winning musical about 
justice, hope, family, and the promise of America, followed by Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story, a haunting and hope-filled holiday tale 
featuring a Tony Award winner in his Rubicon debut; a bold new production 
of the acclaimed Off-Broadway musical John & Jen; the hilarious musical 
whodunit Murder for Two; the epic Tony Award-winning drama The 
Lehman Trilogy; and Come From Away, the joyous and deeply moving  
Tony Award-winning musical based on a remarkable true story.

Together, these stories invite us to reflect on what connects us, what we 
inherit, how we hold on, how we let go, and how we find one another at 
life’s turning points. They remind us that the bonds between artists and 
audiences, stories and society, are what make live theatre essential.

As I write this, I am thinking of a patron who told me yesterday, “Keep 
opening my mind.” A beautiful task, and one we intend to make good  
on in our new season.

Please “like” and please subscribe! Until I have the pleasure of seeing you,  
I remain humbly yours,

  
 

JONATHAN DRAHOS PH.D. 
Producing Artistic Director

By Jefferson Mays,  
Susan Lyons, and Michael Arden

Directed by Jennifer Chang

Starring Tony Award-Winner  
Jefferson Mays

DECEMBER 2–24, 2026
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PRODUCTION DETAILS

Coalhouse Walker, Jr................................................................ Carter Michael*
Mother.....................................................................................Chelle Denton*

Tateh........................................................................................ Danny Becker*

Sarah.......................................................................................Marisa Moenho
Father & Others...........................................................................Ben Michael*
Mother’s Younger Brother & Others.............................................. Jacob Haren*

Emma Goldman & Others............................................................. Kate Ponzio
Evelyn Nesbit & Others.......................................................... Angela Griswold
Booker T. Washington & Others..........................................DeAndre Simmons
Willie Conklin & Others...............................................................Guy Noland*

Sarah’s Friend & Others............................................................. Amber Wright*

Matthew Henson...................................................... Christopher James Hester
Harlem Woman..............................................................................Deja Fields
Kathleen & Others........................................................................Hillary Boyd
The Little Boy.......................................................................... Chance Challen
The Little Girl............................................................................ Amy Sorenson
Coalhouse Walker, III..............................................................Zaiden Deckard 
Alternate Coalhouse Walker, III................................................ Austin Pichaikul
Understudy Little Boy....................................................................Paz Schaffer
Understudy Little Girl....................................................Anna Marie Melendrez

CAST OF CHARACTERS

*Members of Actors Equity Association,  
the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States.

TIME & PLACE
The dawn of the 20TH century, New York City.

Keyboard 1....................................................................................... Sean Bart
Keyboard 2...........................................................Ben Ginsberg, John Sawoski
Reeds........................................................................................... Steve Marsh
Violin............................................................................................ David Cano
Trumpet............................................................. Aaron Smith, Barbara Laronga
Rehearsal/Audition Pianists............. Ryan Whyman, Thomas Buckley, Sean Bart

MUSICIANS

Production Stage Manager  
SATARUPA THYME*

Assistant Stage Manager  
NICO PARDUCHO*

Dance Captain  
AMBER WRIGHT*

Fight Captain  
GUY NOLAND*
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There are some stories we return to because they are 
beautiful. There are others we return to because they are 
necessary. For me, Ragtime is both.

I am thrilled to be directing Ragtime at Rubicon Theatre 
Company because this extraordinary musical asks one of  
the most essential questions an American story can ask:  
Who gets to belong? Set at the beginning of the 20th 
century, Ragtime brings together three very different 
American-communities - Black, immigrant, and white  
upper-class - and places their dreams, fears, ambitions,  
and contradictions on the same stage. What begins as three 
separate stories gradually reveals itself to be one story: the story  
of America. And in 2026, that story feels remarkably close to home.

We are living in a moment when questions of immigration, race, economic 
inequality, identity, opportunity, and the American Dream are once again 
at the center of our national conversation. The extraordinary thing about 
Ragtime is that it does not offer easy answers. It shows us a country capable of 
tremendous generosity and tremendous cruelty. It shows us people reaching 
for a better life while carrying the weight of history behind them. It reminds us 
that progress is rarely simple, and that the ideals we celebrate as Americans 
have not always been extended equally to everyone. But Ragtime is not a 
story about despair. At its heart, it is a story about connection, and about the 
possibility of change.

I am drawn to the enormous theatricality of Ragtime - its sweeping score, its 
intersecting stories, and its ability to move from intimate human moments to 
the scale of an entire nation. It is a musical that demands that we dream big 
while never losing sight of the individual people at the center of the story. 
At Rubicon, my aim is to create a Ragtime that feels deeply human. Not a 
museum piece about another America, but a living conversation with the 
America we are still becoming. Perhaps that is why this story feels so  
necessary in 2026. The past is not as far away as we sometimes imagine.  
And the future is not predetermined. 

We are still writing the story. 

J. SCOTT LAPP 
Director of Ragtime

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

J. SCOTT LAPP
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MUSICAL NUMBERSMUSICAL NUMBERS

Prologue: 
“Ragtime”........................................................................................ Company

Scene 1: Dock in New York Harbor/At Sea 
“Goodbye My Love”............................................................................Mother 
“Journey On”.................................................................. Father, Tateh, Mother

Scene 2: A Vaudeville Theater, New York City 
“The Crime of the Century”.....Evelyn Nesbit, Mother’s Younger Brother, Ensemble

Scene 3: Mother’s Garden, New Rochelle 
“What Kind of Woman”.......................................................................Mother

Scene 4: Ellis Island/Lower East Side 
“A Shtetl Iz Amereke”.......................................Tateh, The Little Girl, Ensemble 
“Success”.......... Tateh, J.P. Morgan, Harry Houdini, Emma Goldman, Ensemble

Scene 5: The Tempo Club/Harlem/Ford’s assembly line 
“His Name was Coalhouse Walker”........................... Coalhouse and Ensemble 
“Gettin’ Ready Rag”.................................................. Coalhouse and Ensemble 
“Henry Ford”...............................................Henry Ford, Coalhouse, Ensemble

Scene 6: Railroad station, New Rochelle 
“Nothing Like the City”.................Mother, The Little Boy, Tateh, The Little Girl

Scene 7: Emerald Isle Firehouse

Scene 8: Mother’s house, New Rochelle 
“Your Daddy’s Son”................................................................................Sarah 
“The Courtship”...........................................Coalhouse, Mother and Company 
“New Music”...................................Father, Mother, Mother’s Younger Brother, 

Coalhouse, Sarah, and Company

Scene 9: A hillside above New Rochelle 
“Wheels of a Dream”...................................................... Coalhouse and Sarah

Scene 10: A union hal in New York City/Lawrence, Massachusetts/A Train 
“The Night that Goldman Spoke at Union Square”..... Mother’s Younger Brother,

Emma Goldman and Ensemble 
“Gliding”................................................................................................ Tateh

ACT I ACT II

INTERMISSION

Entr’acte:  
“Intro Music”................................................................................... Orchestra

Scene 1: The streets of New Rochelle/Mother’s House 
“Coalhouse’s Soliloquy”.................................................................. Coalhouse 
“Coalhouse Demands”................................Coalhouse, Booker T. Washington, 

Will Conklin and Ensemble

Scene 2: The Polo Grounds 
“What a Game”.............................................. Father, The Little Boy, Ensemble

Scene 3: Mother’s House 
“Atlantic City”...... Evelyn Nesbit, Harry Houdini, Father, Mother and Company 
“New Music (Reprise)”...........................................................................Father

Scene 4: Atlantic City/Million Dollar Pier/Boardwalk 
“Atlantic City Part II”.................... Evelyn Nesbit, Harry Houdini and Ensemble 
“Buffalo Nickel Photoplay, Inc.”...............................................................Tateh 
“Our Children”..................................................................... Mother and Tateh

Scene 5: Harlem/Coalhouse’s hideout 
“Sarah Brown Eyes”......................................................... Coalhouse and Sarah 
“He Wanted to Say”...................... Mother’s Younger Brother, Emma Goldman, 

Coalhouse and Ensemble

Scene 6: The Beach, Atlantic City 
“Back to Before”..................................................................................Mother

Scene 7: The Morgan Library, New York City 
“Look What You’ve Done”.....Booker T. Washington, Coalhouse and Company 
“Make Them Hear You”.................................................................. Coalhouse

Epilogue: 
“Ragtime/Wheels of a Dream (Reprise)”......................................The Company 
“Exit Music”..................................................................................... Orchestra

RUNTIME
Ragtime runs two hours and fifty five minutes  

including one fifteen-minute intermission.
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NEXT UP AT RUBICON!

SCAN CODE TO BUY TICKETS
805.667.2900  |  www.rubicontheatre.org

STARRING 
AMANDA MCBROOM 

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD-WINNER 

ONE-NIGHT-ONLY!

DECEMBER 8, 2026

Celebrate the joy, warmth, and wonder of the holiday season with 
AMANDA MCBROOM, the award-winning songwriter of the beloved 

classic “The Rose,” as she returns to Rubicon Theatre for a very  
special evening of music and memories.

Joining Amanda onstage are two extraordinary musicians:  
MICHELE BROURMAN, her longtime musical director, pianist,  

and songwriting partner of more than 50 years, and LARRY TUTTLE,  
an acclaimed bassist and composer whose artistry brings  

another layer of magic to the evening.

Kimberly Hessler as Eliza Doolittle in  
My Fair Lady at Rubicon.

Photo Credit: Jeanne Tanner

BARBARA MEISTER
Season Sponsor

Kimberly Hessler as Eliza Doolittle in  
My Fair Lady at Rubicon.

Photo Credit: Jeanne Tanner
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS  |  Creators

TERRENCE 
McNALLY (Book) 
had a remarkably 
far-ranging career, 
including a new 
work on Broadway 
in each of the last six 

decades. In 2018, he was inducted 
into the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. He is a 2019 recipient 
of a Special Tony Award for Lifetime 
Achievement. He also received the  
Dramatists Guild Lifetime Achievement 
Award and the Lucille Lortel Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Mr. McNally 
won four Tony Awards for his plays 
Love! Valour! Compassion! and Master 
Class and his musical books for Kiss 
of the Spider Woman and Ragtime. 
He wrote a number of TV scripts, 
including “Andre’s Mother,” for which 
he won an Emmy Award. He received 
two Guggenheim Fellowships, a 
Rockefeller Grant, four Drama Desk 
Awards, two Lucille Lortel Awards, 
two Obie Awards, and three Hull-
Warriner Awards from the Dramatists 
Guild. In 1996, he was inducted into 
the Theater Hall of Fame. He wrote the 
libretto for the operas Great Scott and 
Dead Man Walking, both with music 
by Jake Heggie. Other plays include 
Mothers and Sons; Lips Together, Teeth 
Apart; The Lisbon Traviata; Frankie 
and Johnny in the Clair de Lune; A 
Perfect Ganesh; The Visit; The Full 
Monty; Corpus Christi; Bad Habits; 
Next; The Ritz; Anastasia; It’s Only 
a Play; Where Has Tommy Flowers 
Gone?; and The Stendhal Syndrome.

LYNN AHRENS 
(Lyrics) won the 
Tony, Drama Desk 
and Outer Critics 
Circle Awards 
and received two 
Grammy nominations 

for Broadway’s Ragtime. For Twentieth 
Century Fox’s animated feature film 
“Anastasia,” she was nominated 
for two Academy Awards and two 
Golden Globes. She and longtime 
collaborator Stephen Flaherty received 
the Oscar Hammerstein Award for 
Lifetime Achievement, and in 2015 
they were inducted into the Theater 
Hall of Fame. Broadway: Anastasia; 
Once on This Island (Olivier Award, 
Best Musical; Tony nominations, Best 
Book and Score); Seussical (Grammy 
nomination); My Favorite Year; Chita 
Rivera: The Dancer’s Life; Rocky; 
Madison Square Garden’s A Christmas 
Carol; Ragtime (2010 & 2025 
Broadway revival). Off-Broadway and 
regional: Lincoln Center Theater’s 
Dessa Rose, The Glorious Ones (both 
Drama Desk-nominated) and A Man 
of No Importance (Outer Critics 
Circle Award, Best Musical), Lucky 
Stiff; Little Dancer (Kennedy Center 
World Premiere). Film and television 
credits include “A Christmas Carol” 
(NBC-TV), “Camp” (IFC Films), 
“Schoolhouse Rock” (ABC-TV), 
and others (Emmy Award and four 
Emmy nominations). Ms. Ahrens is 
a Council member of the Dramatists 
Guild of America, a co-founder of the 
Dramatists Guild Fellows Program, 
and a Lilly Award winner for Lyrics. 
www.ahrensandflaherty.com

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  
community-focused news and information to  

thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  
community-focused news and information to  

thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  
community-focused news and information to  

thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  
community-focused news and information to  

thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  

community-focused news and information to  
thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

Ventura County’s Best
Advertising Source

Brought to you by  
the readers of 

2025

The VC Reporter has served as Ventura County’s  
leading lifestyle reference, delivering trusted,  
community-focused news and information to  

thousands of engaged readers weekly.

For Information Call: 805-648-2244
or visit us at: vcreporter.com

Scan here for your  
FREE Digital Subscription!

In Print  
& Online

FREE Every  
Week!

21

RAGTIME



22

RAGTIME

DANNY BECKER 
(Tateh) is a British 
actor thrilled to be 
making his American 
principal debut in 
Ragtime! He trained 
in London at ArtsEd 

and The BRIT School and has just 
completed a year-long West End run 
starring as Hester Leggatt & Others in 
the Tony and Olivier Award-winning 
Operation Mincemeat (The Fortune 
Theatre). Danny’s other West End 
credits include Kristoff u/s in Disney’s 
Frozen the Musical (Theatre Royal 
Drury Lane); Aladdin u/s in Disney’s 
Aladdin (Prince Edward Theatre); 
Standby Liam & Jonah in Bad Jews (Arts 
Theatre); If/Then (Savoy Theatre); Follies 
(Royal Albert Hall); Fabrizio Naccarelli 
u/s in The Light in the Piazza (Royal 
Festival Hall), which he also performed 
at The Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in 
L.A.; and Moses & Aaron u/s in the 
World Premiere of DreamWorks’ The 
Prince of Egypt (Dominion Theatre), 
for which he also appeared in the 
Universal Pictures global cinematic 
pro-shot and on the Grammy-
nominated album. Other regional and 
international theatre credits include 
Amos Hart in Chicago (European 
Tour); Charlie Price in Kinky Boots 
(Storyhouse); Jamie in The Last 5 Years 
(The Other Palace); Ralph Rackstraw in 
the all-male HMS Pinafore (UK Tour); 
Don Lockwood in Singin’ in the Rain 
(Gaiety Theatre); The Who’s Tommy 
(Greenwich Theatre); Papi in The Band’s 
Visit (Donmar Warehouse, workshop); 
Artaban in Artaban (The Actors’ 
Church) and The Theatre Channel 

(Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre & Park 
Theatre, Web Series). Screen credits 
include “All Star Musicals,” “Dancing 
on Ice,” “Olivier Awards,” and “Justice 
for a Murdered Son” (ITV), alongside 
feature films “Rocketman” and “The 
Theory of Everything.” Concert work 
includes Disney in Concert: Believe 
in Magic (European Tour), The Twelve 
Tenors (Asian Tour & Monte-Carlo), The 
Music of James Bond & Fleetwood Mac 
by Candlelight (UK Tour), BBC Radio 2’s 
Friday Night is Music Night (Mermaid 
Theatre), and Roles We’ll Never Play 
(Lyric Theatre & Vaudeville Theatre).  
IG: @dannybeckeruk 

HILLARY BOYD 
(Kathleen & Others) 
is an actor, singer, 
director, and 
teaching artist 
living in Ventura. 
She is thrilled to be 

making her stage debut at Rubicon! 
Recently, she appeared as Amy in 
Company (Ojai Art Center Theater) 
and Jack’s Mother in Into the Woods 
(Ojai Performing Arts Theater). She 
also directed Trifles for Ojai Art 
Center’s staged reading series. Other 
favorite roles include Judith Bliss in 
Hayfever, Virginia Drew in Hands on 
a Hardbody, and Lisette in Moliere’s 
Dr. Love. Hillary has performed 
professionally all over the country, 
including her one-woman solo show 
I Put the SING in Single! and currently 
teaches theatre in various public 
schools across Ventura County. She 
holds an M.F.A. in Theatre Performance 
& Pedagogy from Texas Tech University. 
“Love to Megan, Brian, Pax, and Mac.“

STEPHEN FLAHERTY  
(Music) is the 
composer of the 
Broadway musicals 
Ragtime (Tony, 
Drama Desk, 
OCC Awards, 

two Grammy nominations), 
Seussical (Grammy, Drama Desk 
nominations), Once on This Island 
(Tony nomination, Olivier Award, 
Best Musical) and Rocky. Additional 
Broadway credits includes Chita 
Rivera: The Dancer’s Life (original 
songs) and Neil Simon’s Proposals 
(incidental music). Stephen has also 
written four musicals at Lincoln 
Center Theatre: The Glorious Ones 
(OCC, Drama Desk nominations), 
Dessa Rose (OCC, Drama Desk 
nominations), A Man of No 
Importance (OCC, Best Musical, 
Drama Desk nomination), and  
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My Favorite Year. Other theatre 
includes In Your Arms (Old Globe), 
Little Dancer (Kennedy Center), 
Lucky Stiff (Playwrights Horizons), 
and Loving Repeating: A Musical of 
Gertrude Stein (Chicago’s Jefferson 
Award, Best New Musical.) Film 
includes “Anastasia” (two Academy 
Award and two Golden Globe 
nominations), the documentary 
“After the Storm” and “Lucky Stiff.” 
Mr. Flaherty’s concert music has 
premiered at the Hollywood Bowl, 
Boston’s Symphony Hall, Carnegie 
Hall, the Guggenheim Museum 
and Symphony Space. Stephen and 
Lynn Ahrens are members of the 
Dramatists Guild Council and co-
founders of the Dramatists Guild 
Fellows Program. In 2015, they were 
inducted into the Theater Hall of 
Fame. www.ahrensandflaherty.com

805.641.1076
passionf lowersventura.com

920 East Main Street, Ventura, C A 93001

23

RAGTIME



ABOUT THE ARTISTS  |  Cast ABOUT THE ARTISTS  |  Cast

CHELLE DENTON 
(Mother) is thrilled 
to make her Rubicon 
Theatre Company 
debut in one of her 
dream roles. She 
was recently seen on 

Broadway in Smash and previously 
toured the country with the First 
National Tour of Jagged Little Pill. She 
has appeared regionally as Lucille 
Frank in Parade and Lady of the Lake 
in Spamalot at 3-D Theatricals; Bea 
Bottom in Something Rotten! and Roz 
Keith in 9 to 5 at MTW; and Madame 
de la Grande Bouche in Beauty and 
the Beast at La Mirada. Chelle is 
extremely grateful for the opportunity 
to share this story. “Huge thanks to 
Jodie and her team at AWA for their 
continued support. Endless love and 
gratitude to mom and dad.“ 
IG: @cldent 

DEJA FIELDS  
(Harlem Woman & 
Others) is thrilled 
to make her debut 
at Rubicon Theatre. 
She has appeared 
regionally in Blues 

for an Alabama Sky and Clyde’s 
(Moxie Theatre); toured North 
America as Meekah (Blippi Wonderful 
World Tour); Sh-Boom! Life Could Be 
a Dream (Sierra Repertory Theatre); 
The Niceties (directed by Delicia 
Turner); and more. A featured 
background vocalist and multi-
hyphenated artist, follow Deja’s 
journey on IG: @dejaafields 

ANGELA GRISWOLD 
(Evelyn Nesbit & 
Others) is simply 
delighted to be 
making her Rubicon 
debut in such an 
incredible piece 

and can only put it into one word: 
“wheeee!” Favorite regional credits 
include past work with Inland 
Valley Repertory Theatre (Gingy 
in Shrek the Musical and Atina in 
The Little Mermaid), Amber Von 
Tussle in Hairspray at the Norris 
Theatre, Cinderella in Prima Theatre’s 
Disenchanted!, and The Barn Stage 
Company’s Urinetown as Little Sally, 
among others. She’s also previously 
performed throughout the Bahamas 
and Mexico aboard Virgin Voyages’ 
Scarlet Lady as a member of The 
Happenings cast, as well as dozens of 
shows across themed entertainment 
with Knott’s Berry Farm and Universal 
Studios Hollywood. Proud AGVA 
member. IG: @angie.grizz 

JACOB HAREN 
(Mother’s Younger 
Brother & Others) is 
so excited to graduate 
into the role of 
Younger Brother after 
playing The Little 

Boy nearly 20 years ago. Previously, 
Jacob performed on Broadway in the 
Tony Award-winning musical The 
Book of Mormon after touring with the 
production for two years. Additional 
credits include Frank Abagnale 
Jr. in Catch Me If You Can (MTW, 
Moonlight Stage Productions),  

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas! (The Old Globe), and 
Rock of Ages (Las Vegas Company). 
Jacob is a principal symphony 
vocalist for Disney in Concert, 
guest starred in “BUNK’d” on 
Disney Channel in the network’s 
first ever LGBTQ+ proposal, and 
has done numerous special events 
and recordings for Disney Parks. 
In addition to performing, Jacob is 
a creative director and producer, 
currently working on Channel 2K: 
Live! - a live concert celebrating the 
nostalgic music of early 2000’s tv/
movie classics. @jacobharen  
@channel2klive 

CHRISTOPHER 
JAMES HESTER 
(Matthew Henson & 
Others), after moving 
to L.A. in 2020, 
has been honored 
to perform and 

follow his dreams! He spent the last 
3 years on and off cruise ships as a 
vocalist and performing in theatre in 
L.A. His most recent credits include 
Oceania Allura (lead vocalist), The 
Forever Musical (voice-over debut), 
Seaweed in Hairspray (SVAC), 
Norwegian Pearl (lead vocalist), 
Jersey Boys (CCAE Theatricals), 
Oceania Vista Cruise Line (lead 
vocalist), Omar (LA Opera), and 
Disneyland’s Philly Phonics. In 2024, 
Christopher was awarded an NAACP 
award for Best Musical Ensemble 
(Carmen Jones, Santa Barbara 
CA). Christopher can be seen on 
television, starring in music videos, 

in print and commercial work, and 
in supporting roles on Netflix and 
HBO Max. He holds a Master’s 
degree in Vocal Pedagogy from the 
Boston Conservatory at Berklee and 
continues to teach in the L.A. region. 
Christopher also enjoys watching 
reality-tv and dancing with friends! 

CARTER MICHAEL 
(Coalhouse Walker, 
Jr.) is elated to be 
returning to Rubicon 
for his sophomore 
production. He 
previously performed 

in Rubicon’s Big River, and has since 
starred as Sky Masterson in Coachella 
Valley Repertory’s Guys and Dolls, 
The Baker in Wisteria Theater’s Into 
the Woods, and Jim Conley in Parade 
directed by Saundra McClain. A 
graduate of Yale College, Carter also 
writes, directs, and performs standup 
comedy. He’d thanks his parents and 
friends for their continued support.  
IG: @coachcartermichael 

BEN MICHAEL 
(Father & Others) 
is grateful to be at 
Rubicon telling a 
story that continues 
to hold a mirror up 
to our collective 

consciousness over a hundred 
years after it is set. Previous credits 
include Paradise Square on Broadway 
(Original Broadway Cast), Henri in An 
American in Paris (National Tour), Bob 
Wallace in White Christmas, Rutledge 
in 1776, Dan in Next to Normal, and 
Anatoly in Chess: In Concert, among 
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in Kansas City, Kansas, or the 
Narrator in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat at the late 
Candlelight Pavilion. She has also had 
the joy of performing at Disneyland 
as her favorite froggy princess, as 
well as at Hong Kong Disneyland and 
Universal Studios Japan. Amber is 
incredibly grateful for this opportunity 
and thanks God for the gifts she has 
been given. Most importantly, she is 
grateful for her beautiful son. “It’s all 
for you. Mommy loves you so much!” 

CHANCE CHALLEN 
(Little Boy) is thrilled 
to return to Rubicon 
Theatre where he 
previously appeared 
as Young Clyde in 
Bonnie & Clyde. 

Since then, Chance spent a year on 
the Broadway National Tour of Mrs. 
Doubtfire, The Musical, performing 
the role of the son Christopher 
Hillard. Chance considers his 
most unique experience traveling 
internationally to Hong Kong 
with the Global Broadway tour 
of The Sound of Music, where he 
alternated between the roles of 
Kurt and Friedrich. Other favorite 
stage experiences include spending 
the holiday season at the MGM 
Hotel performing as Michael in 
Elf The Musical and appearing as 
Young Alfred in Alice by Heart 
at Center Stage in Santa Barbara. 
Chance has also performed with the 
Music Academy of the West in La 
Bohème and Carmen. When he isn’t 
performing, Chance enjoys singing, 
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many others. Ben is also a certified 
meditation teacher through Tara Brach 
and Jack Kornfield’s MMTCP training 
program. benmichael.net 

MARISA MOENHO 
(Sarah) is thrilled 
to be making her 
Rubicon debut in 
this incredible show. 
She was last seen in 
La Mirada Theatre’s 

production of Little Shop of Horrors. 
Marisa has also appeared in Frozen 
(La Mirada), Into the Woods (Musical 
Theatre West), Lyle, Lyle Crocodile 
(Pasadena Playhouse), Cabaret 
(Solvang Theatre Festival), 42nd Street 
(Musical Theatre West & Moonlight 
Amphitheater), The Light in the Piazza 
(CCAE), and Memphis (Moonlight 
Amphitheater). Marisa coaches voice 
at the Laura Jean Music Academy in 
Santa Monica and acting with Musical 
Theatre College Auditions (MTCA). She 
is a two-time Jimmy Award finalist and 
proud UCLA alum. All thanks to the 
Ragtime team, Daniel Hoff Agency, 
and her friends and family.  
@marisamoenho 

KATE PONZIO 
(Emma Goldman & 
Others) is elated to 
be back at Rubicon 
after having such a 
wonderful experience 
performing in last 

season’s Bonnie & Clyde. Favorite 
past performances include Marian 
Paroo in The Music Man (Highlands 
Theater), Betty Jean in The Marvelous 
Wonderettes (Sierra Madre Playhouse 

and Glendale Centre Theatre), and Susy 
Hendrix in Wait Until Dark (Huron 
Playhouse). Kate thanks Rebecca and 
FSE, as well as Jeremy, Stephanie, and 
the stellar extended Rubicon team. 
Thank you for supporting live theatre! 
@kateponzio 

GUY NOLAND 
(Willie Conklin & 
Others) is thrilled 
to join the cast of 
Ragtime. He has 
recently performed 
in national tours of 

South Pacific and An American in 
Paris, the West Coast Premiere of Kinky 
Boots with 3-D Theatricals, as well as 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer with 
Tuacahn PAC. Other credits include 
international and regional productions 
of Billy Elliot, Man of La Mancha, 
The Music Man, How to Succeed 
in Business..., The Secret Garden, A 
Christmas Carol, Mary Poppins, A 
Chorus Line, and many others. TV/
Film appearances include “General 
Hospital,” “Twenties,” “TOSH.0,” 
“AGT,” and “Elder Scrolls”. When not 
on stage, Guy lives in L.A. with his 
beautiful bride Jill, and bestest little 
boxer pups Deacon and Jericho.   
@GuyNoland

DeANDRE 
SIMMONS (Booker 
T. Washington & 
Others) is ecstatic to 
be making his debut 
at Rubicon in this 
cast, for this show, 

and at this time! Regional credits: 
Dr. MLK, Jr. in The Mountaintop 

(New Village Arts); Sweeney Todd in 
Sweeney Todd (SDMT); Ken in Ain’t 
Misbehavin’ (dir. Ken Page); Boatman 
in Sunday in the Park with George 
and Narrator in Every Brilliant Thing 
(CCAE Theatricals); Montrellous 
in Clyde’s and Prof. Bhaer in Little 
Women (Moxie Theatre); Caiaphas 
in Jesus Christ Superstar, Kerchak 
in Tarzan, Seti in The Prince of 
Egypt and Big Jule in Guys and 
Dolls (Moonlight Theatre); Father 
in Children of Eden (Chicagoland 
Theatre); Al Calinda in Working 
(Philadelphia Theatre Co.); Big Daddy 
u/s in Sweet Charity (Sledgehammer 
Theatre); and Grand Inquisitor in 
Candide (LA Philharmonic). He 
won the 2024 Craig Noel “Actor of 
the Year” Award (San Diego Critics 
Circle) and 2025 “Performer of the 
Year” Award (North County Arts 
Awards–CCAE Fdn.). He is a protégé 
of the late, great Barbara Cook and 
studied acting with Uta Hagen and 
Zoe Caldwell. Additionally, he is 
an internationally recognized opera 
singer. IG: @DeAndresVoice 
www.deandresimmons.com 

AMBER WRIGHT 
(Sarah’s Friend & 
Others) is thrilled 
to be joining this 
wonderful cast and 
gracing the Rubicon 
stage! She may 

have recently been seen as Jackie 
in One for My Baby at the El Portal 
Theatre in NoHo, Charlayne in Ain’t 
Misbehavin’ at Laguna Playhouse, 
Lorrell in Dreamgirls at New Theatre 
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pickleball, riding his bike, swimming, 
and performing magic and card tricks. 
He is grateful to his family, teachers, 
his team at DDOKids and AKA Talent 
Agency, and Julia Meadows, his vocal 
instructor. Chance is especially happy 
to be back on the Rubicon stage under 
the direction of J. Scott Lapp.  
IG: @chance-challen 

AMY SORENSON 
(The Little Girl) is 
thrilled to make her 
Rubicon Theatre 
debut in Ragtime! 
At a young age, 
Amy has already 

discovered her passion for theatre 
and has been honored to perform 
across Southern California. Most 
recently, she played Mary Lennox 
in The Secret Garden (Inland Valley 
Repertory Theatre). Her other featured 
credits include Young Anna in Frozen: 
The Broadway Musical (5-Star 
Theatricals), Tiny Tim in Scrooge!: 
The Musical (Chance Theater), Young 
Fiona in Shrek the Musical (Inland 
Valley Repertory Theatre), and Ivanka 
in Once (Chance Theater). When she 
is not on stage, Amy loves singing, 
dancing, and taking road trips with 
her family. She is proudly represented 
by DDO Theatre & Stage, CESD, 
and Doss Talent, and is grateful to 
everyone who continues to support 
her journey onstage. @amylipop 

ZAIDEN DECKARD  
(Coalhouse Walker, 
III) is a 5-year-old 
Long Beach native 
with a big personality 
and an even bigger 
heart! He loves 
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playing Roblox, jumping on his 
trampoline, and making everyone 
around him laugh. With his infectious 
smile, determination, and love for 
entertaining, Zaiden is excited to be 
part of this wonderful production. 
Zaiden would like to thank his family 
for their endless love and support, and 
McKenna at DDO Artists Agency for 
believing in him and helping make this 
opportunity possible. 

AUSTIN PICHAIKUL 
(Alternate, Coalhouse 
Walker, III) is 
thrilled to make 
his Rubicon debut! 
He has appeared 
in commercials 

and previously performed in The 
SpongeBob Musical with Class Act 
Theatre. Austin is always eager to learn 
and bring a little more magic to every 
performance. When not performing, 
you’ll find him racing around the 
track, scoring goals on the soccer 
field, or perfecting his golf swing. He 
sends a big thank-you to his family, 
friends, and his incredible team at 
DDO Artists Agency and Citizen Skull 
Management for cheering him on 
every step of the way!

ANA MELENDREZ 
(U/S, The Little Girl) 
is thrilled to make 
her Rubicon Theatre 
debut in one of 
her favorite shows, 
Ragtime! Anna Marie 

has had a passion for theatre and 
performing since she was a toddler. 
Most recently, she went to Oz as a 
member of the Youth Ensemble in 
5-Star Theatricals’ regional production 

of The Wizard of Oz. Community stage 
credits include Annie in Annie (High 
Street Arts Center), Susan Waverly in 
White Christmas, Little Girl in Ragtime, 
Young Fiona in Shrek at the historic 
El Portal Theatre, and Youth Choir in 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (High Street Arts Center). 
In 2025, she was honored as the Simi 
Valley Cultural Arts Foundation’s Young 
Artist of the Year. Anna Marie is grateful 
to her family, friends, and coaches for 
their support and thanks the Ragtime 
team for this opportunity. Follow her 
adventures @annamariethatsme 

PAZ SCHAFFER (U/S, 
The Little Boy) has 
appeared regionally 
in The Drowsy 
Chaperone, James 
and the Giant Peach 
and The Rubicon 

Winter Ensemble Show (Rubicon 
Theatre), Percy Jackson and The 
Lightning Thief (Ojai Youth Entertainers 
Studio). He has also appeared in 
Seussical (Altadena Musical Theatre). 
Paz is grateful to his friends, families 
and teachers for their ongoing support. 

SATARUPA THYME* (Stage Manager)  
has been involved in various aspects of 
theatre throughout her life, including 
performance, tech, management, and 
more. Originally from Santa Cruz, 
California, Sati helped run a theatre 
company and ran her own voice lesson 
business before she moved to L.A. to 
receive her Bachelor’s degree in stage 
management from California State 
University, Fullerton. She has worked 
as a stage manager throughout the 
Greater L.A. area for the past nine years 
for companies such as The Fountain 

Theatre, New City Arts Theatre, Plan-B 
Entertainment, Delusion, and The 
CineVita. She has gone on tour around 
the U.S. a couple times and has been 
fortunate enough to travel abroad for 
projects in Abu Dhabi and Thailand. 
Currently, Sati works full time at 
Native Voices theatre company as 
their Production Manager, but she still 
absolutely loves working on various 
other theatre projects when she has  
the time! 

NICO PARDUCHO*  
(Assistant Stage Manager) is a North 
Hollywood-based theatrical manager 
(production, stage, general, and 
company management). This is her 
first production with Rubicon, and she 
is very excited to work with kind and 
talented artists. She graduated from 
CSU Long Beach back in 2020, and 
since then has worked on multiple 
immersive and new works. Her 
credentials include Arcane: Enter 
the Undercity, 2022 Halo World 
Championships, Stranger Things: The 
Experience, Fear Street: Senior Prom 
1998, 2025 SD Comic Con: Brawl 
Stars, How to Have Sex Again, It’s 
All Your Fault, Tyler Price!, and much 
more. She thanks her entire support 
system for being wonderful and their 
continued faith, especially her mom 
and sister. Social Media:  
@nicopingmechanism  

J. SCOTT LAPP† (Director) is a theatre 
maker, award-winning director, and 
proud member of the SDC. He has 
worked across the United States, as 
well as internationally in London, 
Denmark, Japan, and Canada. He is an 
alumnus of the Directors Lab West and 
a 2011 SDC Emerging Artist. Recent 
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directorial projects include a critically-
acclaimed production of Red at Laguna 
Playhouse, the 2025 revival of Murder 
for Two that toured Japan and played 6 
different cities, and the U.S. premiere 
of a reimagined production of Bonnie 
& Clyde right here at Rubicon. Jeremy 
also served as Associate Director 
on the World Premiere West End 
production of Dreamwork’s The Prince 
of Egypt that can now be viewed 
on Amazon Prime, BroadwayHD, 
and various streaming services. 
Associate/Assistant Directing credits 
include Broadway: Bonnie & Clyde; 
International: The Prince of Egypt (West 
End, Fredericia Teater); Off-Broadway: 
Murder for Two (New World Stages), 
Freedom Riders (NYMF); National 
Tours: Murder for Two, Xanadu. 
Regional: Disney’s The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame (Paper Mill Playhouse, La 
Jolla Playhouse); Rain, Into the Woods, 
Good People, and A Room with a View 
(Old Globe); and Secondhand Lions 
(5th Ave). Selected directing credits 
include International: Murder for Two 
(Japan, Calgary); Regional: Bonnie & 
Clyde, the Musical (U.S. Premiere); 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time (San Diego Premiere); 
Bottle Shock! The Musical (World 
Premiere), Witnesses (World Premiere), 
Once, and Joseph and The Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat in Concert 
(CCAE Theatricals); and Disney’s Mary 
Poppins and Freaky Friday (Moonlight 
Amphitheater). Upcoming projects 
include a return to Busch Gardens, 
Williamsburg for Jeremy’s 12th season 
at ChristmasTown, Murder for Two 
here at Rubicon, Something Rotten at 
Studio Tenn, and a remount of Bonnie 

& Clyde next summer at Laguna 
Playhouse. Much love to this creative 
team and cast and to Holly for being 
his sounding board, rock, and lifelong 
partner. jscottlapp.com IG: @jscottlapp

ABDUL HAMID ROYAL (Music 
Director/Conductor) Broadway/
International/National: Tony Award-
nominated Five Guys Named Moe, 
Sophisticated Ladies, Ain’t Misbehavin’, 
Jelly’s Last Jam,The Wiz, Truly Blessed, 
The Sound of Music, Concerts for the 
Earth, Twist, Fiddler on the Roof, Betsy 
Brown, Colors of Christmas, Smokey 
Joe’s Café, and The Life. Regional: Alice 
in Wonderland, A Chorus Line, Songs 
for Nobodies, Lady Day, Big River, 
Black Pearl Sings, Sirens of Song, La 
Cage Aux Folles, Blues in the Night 
and The Black Clown. Composer/
Arranger: Five Guys Named Moe, Truly 
Blessed, Body and Soul, Twist, Colors 
of Christmas, and Cole Porter Festival. 
Recording Artists: Billy Porter, Chaka 
Khan, Natalie Cole, Liza Minelli, 
Jennifer Holliday, David Foster, Seidah 
Garrett, Brenda Russell, Michael 
McDonald, Melissa Manchester, the LA 
Philharmonic, Stevie Wonder, Lillias 
White, Dave Weckl, and Phil Collins. 
His one-man show But Not For Me 
received critical acclaim at the Gilmore 
Piano Festival. Awards: Ovation, L.A. 
Drama Critics Circle, NAACP Image 
Awards for The Gospel at Colonus and 
Five Guys Named Moe, Stage Scene 
L.A. Award for Recorded in Hollywood. 
Nominations for Best Music Direction 
and Jeff Award for Lady Day and the 
Barrymore Award for Alice  
in Wonderland.

NATALIE ISCOVICH (Choreographer) 
(she/her) is an L.A.-based professional 
choreographer, dancer, theatrical 
performer, and educator. She is thrilled 
to be back at Rubicon Theatre. Recent 
theatre choreography credits include 
Catch Me If You Can at The Colony 
Theatre, Bonnie and Clyde at Rubicon 
Theatre, and Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time with CCAE, 
as well as the World Premiere of the 
new musical Witnesses with CCAE 
Theatricals, for which she was awarded 
for her work with the production. 
Over the last five years, Natalie 
choreographed eight operas and 
ballets for LA Opera’s educational and 
community outreach. As a performer 
and associate she has been a part of 
various live productions, as well as film 
and television. Credits include National 
Tours: (assistant choreographer) 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. 
Opera: Macbeth (LA Opera), Aida 
(Pacific Symphony). Television: 
”General Hospital” (assistant 
choreographer); “The Thundermans” 
(Nick). Film: ”The Sound the Soul 
Makes”. Regional: Cabaret (MCRE), 
Mamma Mia (associate choreographer), 
West Side Story (MCRE), Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (MTW), The Full Monty, 
Beauty and the Beast, The Addams 
Family, Tarzan, Side Show, Seussical 
the Musical (3DT), In the Heights, Kiss 
Me, Kate, and Bye Bye Birdie (CMT). 
Natalie received her B.F.A. in Dance 
Performance and Choreography from 
Chapman University. She is now a 
lecturer in the dance department. She 
is passionate about education and 
creating environments for dancers and 
people to become the best version of 

themselves. She is a certified Yoga and 
Pilates Instructor and has learned the 
importance of injury management and 
supporting artists with their physical 
and mental well being. You can catch 
Natalie’s class weekly at Millennium  
Dance Complex.

MIKE BILLINGS (Set/Lighting/
Projections Designer) returns to 
Rubicon for his 18th production, 
three of which have earned Ovation 
Nominations. West End credits include 
Dreamworks’ The Prince of Egypt. 
Off-Broadway credits include Vanities 
and Becoming Dr. Ruth. Mike’s many 
regional credits include productions 
at Bay Street Theater, Arizona Theatre 
Company, Geva Theatre Center, 
Berkshire Theatre Group, CCAE 
Theatricals, Laguna Playhouse, Flint 
Repertory Theatre, Bucks County 
Playhouse, TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley, Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, 
Ebony Theatre Company, Guild Hall, 
Quintessence Theatre Company, 
Connecticut Repertory Theatre, and 
Dorset Theatre Festival. He designed 
themed attractions at Busch Gardens 
and Six Flags, and the international 
touring exhibitions of Harry Potter, 
Titanic, and Downton Abbey. Mike 
holds a B.F.A. from the University of 
Connecticut and is a member of United 
Scenic Artists Local USA829.  www.
mikebillingsdesign.com   
IG: @mikebillingsdesign

DANNY FIANDACA (Sound Design) 
returns to Rubicon having previously 
designed Somebody to Love, Million 
Dollar Quartet, Bonnie & Clyde, Once, 
In the Heights, A Cowboy Lullaby, 
The World Goes ‘Round, and Ain’t 
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Misbehavin’, among others. He began 
as assistant/associate to Peter McBoyle 
for ten years on productions across 
US/Asia including Broadway (Twyla 
Tharp’s Come Fly Away). He designed 
all musical theatre productions for 
Princess Cruises between 2010-2020, 
collaborating with Stephen Schwartz 
and the Jim Henson Company on 
multiple productions. He has 40+ 
sound design credits (regional/
international). Recent designs include 
Viva La Musica (Princess Cruises), 
Million Dollar Quartet (ETC Santa 
Barbara), and The Buddy Holly Story 
(Music Theatre West).

PAMELA SHAW (Costume Designer) 
is resident costume designer for The 
Theatre Group at SBCC, recently 
designing Lost in Yonkers, Legally 
Blonde, Emma, Guys and Dolls, 
Treasure Island, The Play that Goes 
Wrong, Something Rotten!, Murder 
on the Orient Express, The Thin Man, 
Sense & Sensibility, How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying, 
Grease, One Man, Two Guvnors 
and Significant Other, among many 
other productions. Pam is Costume 
Designer for the Off-Broadway show 
Lonesome Traveler; The Dark of the 
Moon, Return to the Forbidden Planet, 
Fuddy Meers, and South Pacific at 
Rubicon Theatre; The Curious Case of 
the Watson Intelligence, San Patricios, 
and The Book of Will at PCPA, and 
Assistant Costume Designer for TV 
sensation “Vampire Diaries.” She was 
the Assistant Costume Designer on 
the Best Picture and Best Costume 
Design Academy Award winning 
film, “The Artist,” with Mark Bridges, 
Costume Cesigner. Pam is the 2017-

2026 Western Region Board Chair and 
Local Union Executive Board Trustee 
of United Scenic Artists, Local 829.

JOEL GOLDES (Dialect Coach) 
returns to Rubicon having coached 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Bonnie & 
Clyde and many shows in between. 
Joel coached Come from Away on 
Broadway, around the globe, and the 
ProShot for Apple TV+. Currently: 
Slam Frank (Off-Broadway). Film 
and TV includes “The Woman King,” 
with Viola Davis; “Rooster”; “The 
Handmaid’s Tale”; “Dexter: Original 
Sin”; “The Perfect Couple”; “Jingle 
Jangle”; “Washington Black”; “The 
Handmaid’s Tale”; “Fury”; “The 
Hangover”; “Hatfields & McCoys” 
(Emmy & Golden Globe wins for 
Kevin Costner); “After Earth”; and “The 
Crazy Ones,” with Robin Williams. 
Joel helps professional people modify 
their accent (remotely), and has 
worked with executives from GM, 
Anthem, Maximus, EY, Reuters and 
more. After three decades, he recently 
returned to acting, playing Lady 
Bracknell in The Importance of Being 
Ernest, and Doc Gibbs in Our Town. 
Joel was recently featured as a clue on 
“Jeopardy!” in the category Broadway 
Musicals. TheDialectCoach.com.

ALEX CHOATE (Prop Designer) has 
spent the last two decades working 
in Theatre, Film, and TV. With shows 
from “The Boys” to “Fallout,” and 
theatrical productions from Our Town 
to Mary Poppins, Alex has had an 
incredibly varied career. Now the 
teacher for Technical Theatre at Santa 
Susana High School, Alex is helping 
young artists find their way in  
the industry. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS  |  Creatives
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DR. JONATHAN 
DRAHOS (Producing 
Artistic Director) is 
thrilled to be part 
of the wonderful 
community of artists 
at Rubicon Theatre 

Company. Although new to the 
post as Producing Artistic Director, 
Jonathan has been active with the 
Rubicon’s education program for over 
10 years as a director and dramaturge. 
His career in the theatre spans over 
thirty years. As an actor in NYC: 
Roundabout Theatre (Scapin with Bill 
Irwin), The Public Theatre (Twelfth 
Night and A Doll’s House directed 
by the legendary Zelda Fichandler), 
The Judith Anderson Theatre (At 
The Threshold). Regional theatre: 
Portland Stage (Private Lives), Great 
Lakes Theatre Co. (As You Like It), 
Williamstown Theatre Festival (Big 
Men, Small Rooms and As You Like 
It with Madeleine Potter), Berkshire 
Theatre Festival (Hay Fever with 
Joanne Woodward), Pasadena 
Playhouse (Biloxi Blues), Papermill 
Playhouse (The Prisoner of Zenda). 
Television credits include a recurring 
role on his mother’s favorite soap 
opera (“Another World”), “The 
Norm Show,” “American Dreams,” 
and “NCIS.” Film credits include 
“Trim” with Bruce Dern, and 
“Circuit” with William Katt. Directing 
credits include Captain Louie 
(Rubicon Theatre Company), The 
Government Inspector (ATA in NY), 
and the Shakespeare plays Hamlet, 
Macbeth, Richard III, Comedy of 
Errors, Much Ado About Nothing, 

Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, and 
Richard II for Shakespeare in the 
Pines - Uprising Theatre Company 
NC. Dr. Drahos is proud to have 
the directorship of the Native 
American (Lumbee Nation) outdoor 
historical drama Strike at the Wind 
at the Lumbee Tribe Cultural Center 
Amphitheatre in NC. He has directed 
and produced the play for over ten 
years. Jonathan holds a B.A. and 
M.F.A. in Acting and Directing, and 
a Ph.D. in English and Drama from 
the prestigious Shakespeare Institute - 
University of Birmingham UK. Before 
joining Rubicon fulltime, Dr. Drahos 
spent the last decade as full professor 
(with distinction and tenure), and the 
Director of Theatre at the University 
of North Carolina, Pembroke where 
he produced and directed over 
thirty plays. In 2025, he received the 
national University Resident Theatre 
(URTA) teaching award for excellence 
in undergraduate acting training.

KARYL LYNN BURNS 
(Producing Artistic 
Director) founded 
Rubicon with husband 
James O’Neil 
in 1998 and has 
overseen more than 

180 productions for the company, 
including the World Premieres of 23.5 
Hours/Conviction by Carey Crim (a co-
production with Bay Street Theater and 
the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre); 
Daddy Long Legs (which has traveled 
to 15 U.S. cities and 4 countries and 
is licensed by MTI); The Best is Yet 
to Come: The Music of Cy Coleman 

(NY Drama Desk Award); Lonesome 
Traveler (Drama Desk and Outer Critics 
Circle nominations); My Antonia 
adapted and directed by Scott Schwartz 
with music by Steven Schwartz; It’s 
Only Life by John Bucchino directed 
by Daisy Prince; and Hello! My Baby 
by Cheri Steinkellner. Karyl Lynn 
partnered with Daryl Roth to produce 
the Off-Broadway production of 
Wiesenthal by Tom Dugan, directed by 
Jenny Sullivan (Drama Desk and Outer 
Critics Circle nominations). For over a 
decade prior to starting Rubicon, Karyl 
Lynn was CEO of State of the Arts, 
an arts marketing and management 
firm. Clients included Ventura Music 
Festival, New West Symphony, 
Ensemble Theatre Company, PCPA 
Theaterfest, Theatre League, Broadway 
producer Normand Kurtz, and Tony 
Award-winning playwright Dale 
Wasserman. Karyl Lynn worked with 
students from Oak Meadow School 
who received the United Nations 
“Global 500” Award for their work on 
environmental issues. For The Dream 
Foundation, she produced a PSA 
directed by Mimi Leder and starring 
Jeff Bridges. As an event planner, Karyl 
Lynn and her staff coordinated the 10th 
Annual “Cool Comedy, Hot Cuisine” 
with Robin Williams, Howie Mandel, 
and Bob Saget, emceed by Bob Costas; 
a concert for Scleroderma Research 
with singer Sheryl Crow at the Santa 
Barbara Bowl; and several charity film 
premieres. For Capps for Congress, she 
managed a 400-person luncheon with 
Hillary Clinton as keynote speaker. 
Karyl Lynn is also an award-winning 
actor and sound designer.

JAMES O’NEIL (Rubicon Co-Founder 
& Artistic Director, Emeritus) is the Co-
Writer/Director of A Cowboy Lullaby 
which premiered at Rubicon last fall. 
He is also Writer/Director of Lonesome 
Traveler: A Journey Down the Rivers 
and Streams of American Folk (NY 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle 
nominations), which premiered at 
Rubicon as a co-production with 
Laguna Playhouse and then transferred 
to 59E59 Off-Broadway. Jim’s other 
Rubicon directing credits include I Dig 
Rock and Roll Music (Writer/Director), 
King Lear, Man of La Mancha, Fiddler 
on the Roof (Indy Award), Jesus Christ 
Superstar, A Delicate Balance, The 
Diary of Anne Frank, The Night 
of the Iguana, A Streetcar Named 
Desire (Indy Award), Driving 
Miss Daisy (NAACP Award - Best 
Direction of a Play), All My Sons (L.A. 
Ovation Award - Best Production 
of a Play), Sylvia, and Gem of the 
Ocean. Under Jim’s artistic leadership, 
Rubicon accepted the NY Drama Desk 
Award for The Best is Yet to Come: 
The Music of Cy Coleman, conceived 
and directed by David Zippel. Other 
directing credits include The Lion in 
Winter, The Petrified Forest, Inherit 
the Wind, and regional premieres of A 
Coupla’ White Chicks Sitting Around 
Talking, and The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood. While on staff at Landmark 
Entertainment Group, Jim directed 
a multi-million-dollar animatronics/
special effects show in Japan, 
supervising all aspects of production 
and creative direction for themed 
attractions in Sanrio’s Harmonyland. 
As an actor, Jim’s Rubicon credits 
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include the title role in Clarence 
Darrow, Dr. Prospero in Return to the 
Forbidden Planet, Claudius in Hamlet, 
Stage Manager in Our Town, 
Michael in Dancing at Lughnasa, 
and multiple roles in The Turn of the 
Screw. He appeared for two years as 
Pontius Pilate in the National Tour 
of Jesus Christ Superstar starring 
Ted Neeley, Carl Anderson, and 
Irene Cara. Regional credits include 
John Adams in 1776, The Duke/
Dr. Carrasco in Man of La Mancha, 
and Adam in the first workshop of 
Dale Wasserman’s Western Star. Jim 
may be heard singing the title role in 
Quasimodo: Prince of Fools and as 
Tsar Nicholas in Rasputin on concept 
albums by Michael Rapp. 

STEPHANIE A. COLTRIN (Associate 
Artistic Director/Producer) is an 
award-winning theatre director and 
producer whose work spans musicals, 
Shakespeare, contemporary plays, 
and world premieres. At Rubicon, 
her directing credits include Almost, 
Maine, Buyer and Cellar, Taking Sides, 
Sylvia, Moonlight and Magnolias, 
and the Ovation-recommended 
production of The Last Five Years. As 
Associate Artistic Director/Producer, 
Stephanie line produces all mainstage 
performances and special events at 
Rubicon. Stephanie is the Co-Artistic 
Director of Shakespeare by the 
Sea and Little Fish Theatre, leading 
two distinct but interconnected 
professional theatre programs serving 
communities throughout Southern 
California. Shakespeare by the Sea 
presents a free summer Shakespeare 
repertory touring two productions 

annually to more than 20 locations, 
while Little Fish Theatre produces 
a year-round season of classic and 
contemporary work. For Shakespeare 
by the Sea, Stephanie has adapted 
and directed Hamlet (twice) Richard 
III, Richard II (virtual), Twelfth Night 
(virtual), Titus Andronicus, Henry V, 
Henry VI Part 1 (co-director), The 
Winter’s Tale, Macbeth, Othello, The 
Tempest, Julius Caesar (twice), King 
Lear, Romeo and Juliet (twice), King 
John, and others. For her work with 
the company, she has been featured 
on PBS and interviewed by the Folger 
Shakespeare Library. At Little Fish 
Theatre, her directing credits include 
The Lonesome West, Bloody Poetry, 
Oswald: The Actual Interrogation, 
Bach at Leipzig, The Love List, 
Panache, Stones in His Pockets, The 
Weir, Table Manners, And the Stones 
Will Cry Out, Looking, and Spit Like 
a Big Girl. Her additional directing 
credits include The Santaland Diaries, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The 
Taming of the Shrew, Godspell, 
Barefoot in the Park, Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, Private Lives, Steel 
Magnolias, Blithe Spirit, Art, The 
Green Room (World Premiere), Come 
Back to the Five & Dime, Quilters, 
Wait Until Dark, The Eight: Reindeer 
Monologues, Fully Committed, and 
Manson’s Girls. Stephanie previously 
served as Artistic Director of CLO of 
South Bay Cities and the Hermosa 
Beach Playhouse, where she helmed 
full seasons and directed productions 
including Miss Saigon (Ovation 
Award for Best Musical, directing 
nomination), Seussical the Musical 

(BroadwayWorld Award for Best 
Director), Jesus Christ Superstar 
(StageSceneLA Award), Oklahoma!, 
She Loves Me, Bark!, and The 1940’s 
Radio Hour. She has taught musical 
theatre master classes, served as 
an Ovation Awards voter, judged 
LA’s Next Great Stage Star, and 
taught graduate-level seminars. Her 
career also includes extensive stage 
management and production work, as 
well as film production coordination.

DAVID ELZER (Publicist), in addition 
to representing Rubicon, works with 
Actors Co-op, Celebration Theatre, 
Circle X Theatre Company, The 
Colony Theatre Company, 5-Star 
Theatricals, Independent Shakespeare 
Co., Laguna Playhouse, La Mirada 
Theatre for the Performing Arts, 
NoHo Arts Center Ensemble, Ojai 
Playwrights Conference, Open Fist 
Theatre Company, Road Theatre 
Company, Theatre of NOTE, Theatre 
Tribe and VS. Theatre Company. As 
a producer, he has twice won the 
L.A. Drama Critics Circle Award 
and was also honored to receive the 
Circle’s prestigious Joel Hirschhorn 
Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Musical Theatre. David has been 
nominated for six Ovation Awards 
(winning two), and has also won 
Drama Desk, L.A. Weekly, and 
Garland Awards for his producing and 
writing efforts. Productions include 
the Celebration Theatre productions 
of Justin Love, which he conceived, 
commissioned and co-wrote; and The 
Color Purple. David also produced the 
World Premiere musical Having It All 
at the NoHo Arts Center and Laguna 

Playhouse; the World Premiere play 
Girls Talk starring Brooke Shields; the 
record breaking, 19-month run of The 
Marvelous Wonderettes and Winter 
Wonderettes at the El Portal Forum 
Theatre; and the smash-hit Life Could 
Be a Dream, which ran for a year at 
the Hudson Mainstage in Hollywood. 
www.DemandPR.com

CHRISTOPHER BEYRIES (Production 
Manager) is delighted to join the 
Rubicon team. He previously 
designed sets for Taking Sides; 
Moonlight and Magnolias, and A Tuna 
Christmas for Rubicon. Other favorite 
design credits include And the Stones 
Will Cry Out; Henry IV, Part 1; Taking 
Sides; Chapter Two; Time Stands 
Still; Hedda Gabler; Pick of the Vine; 
The Weir; Barefoot in the Park; The 
Light in the Piazza; The 1940’s Radio 
Hour; Beehive; A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream; Spit Like a Big Girl; Wait Until 
Dark; Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf; 
Jesus Christ Superstar; The Green 
Room; Bye Bye Birdie; The Nerd; 
Steel Magnolias; Twice Upon a Time; 
Art; and Godspell. He previously 
served as Technical Director and 
Resident Scenic Designer for Civic 
Light Opera of South Bay Cities and 
Hermosa Beach Playhouse. His work 
has been seen coast to coast (and 
beyond), including NBC, Princess 
Cruises, Actors’ Theatre of Louisville, 
and Opera San Jose. Chris created 
the “Behind the Scenes Workshop” at 
the Santa Monica Playhouse, where 
he was also the technical director. 
Chris’ work has taken him to Mexico, 
Europe, and Japan.

RUBICON ARTISTIC AND PRODUCTION STAFF RUBICON ARTISTIC AND PRODUCTION STAFF
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WE HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE

SHOP AT

LAW OFFICES OF 
ROBERT M. 
BERGER
For over 30 years, LORMB  
has been providing quality 
legal representation: 

•	 Estate Planning
•	 Probate and Trust 

Administration
•	 Non-Profit Corporations
•	 Business Law

260 Maple Court,  
Suite 119, Ventura, CA  
805-658-0998

rberger@rmbergerlaw.com | www.rmbergerlaw.com

Offices:

Contact Robert Today:

16830 Ventura Blvd.,  
Suite 500, Encino, CA  
818-385-1770
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IN PRINT EVERY 

THURSDAY + ONLINE DAILY
AT INDEPENDENT.COM

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE  
SANTA BARBARA ARTS COMMUNITY

NEWS, ARTS, AND THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE  
EVENT LISTINGS IN THE COUNTY

SANTA BARBARASANTA BARBARA
INDEPENDENTINDEPENDENT

@sbindependent on all platforms

www.venturabirthphotography.com

Documenting your unique birth story &  
supporting you every step of the way.

MATERNITY, NEWBORN,  
& MILESTONE SESSIONS IN  

VENTURA COUNTY & BEYOND

Loren Haar & Emily Storz.

VENTURA BIRTH 
PHOTOGRAPHY
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Great for social and civic  
groups, schools, churches, non-profit 

fundraisers, family gatherings, reunions, 
birthday parties, neighborhood get-

togethers and more!

FREE TICKET FOR THE ORGANIZER!
Groups of 12 or More SAVE 10-40%

Call Guest Services  

805.667.2900

LOOKING FOR THE

BUY TODAY! SCAN CODE »

OR CALL: 805.667.2900

PERFECT
GIFT?

www.rubicontheatre.org/about-rubicon/gift-cards/

Give the gift of theatre with  
RUBICON THEATRE gift cards!

COMING SOON!

Spanning from the 1950s through the 1990s, John & Jen traces the 
evolving relationship between a sister and brother, and later, a mother 
and son. Reframed through the experience of a South Asian immigrant 

family, this production foregrounds the pressures of assimilation, the 
cost of silence, and the ways national identity shapes private lives. 

What emerges is a story not only about family, but about inheritance 
– what we carry, what we bury, and what we are finally able to say 

out loud. John & Jen becomes a reminder – especially now – of how 
complicated love can be, and how often we misstep in the name of 

doing what we believe is right.

SCAN CODE TO BUY TICKETS
805.667.2900  |  www.rubicontheatre.org

FEBRUARY 10–28, 2027

A New 30TH Anniversary Production  
of the Off-Broadway Hit

Starring Ari Afsar & Nikhil Saboo

Music by Andrew Lippa 
Lyrics & Book by Tom Greenwald 

Music Supervision by Alexander Gemignani 
Dramaturgy by Arnab Banerji 

Directed by Erin Ortman



Membership is a great way to make new friends with 
similar interests, meet many of the artists involved in 
directing and designing Rubicon 
productions, and gain insight into 
the creative process. Members 
attend directors’ previews in 
private homes and receive  
other special perks.

For more information, please contact: 
Perla Ponti, Special Projects Director, at 

805.667.2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her  
at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

Rubicon’s Jewel Club is  
a three-year sustaining 
membership program offering 
various behind-the-scenes 
benefits. 

JEWEL CLUB

The listing below reflects memberships received from September 8, 2025 to 
September 8, 2026. Donations made after September 8, 2026, will be included 
in the next program. To become a new Jewel Club member, or to notify us 
regarding any errors or omissions, please contact Perla Ponti, Special Projects 
Director, at 805.667.2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

Leah Palmer-Zondlo & James Zondlo
Lori & Dr. Richard Reisman

Susan Van Abel & Eric Oltmann

Susan Van Abel, Chair

Jeanne Adams
Cali Baxter

Donna Burger
Patricia Butler

Nan Drake
Randy Encinas & Doug Halter

Cherie & Michael Eulau
Sue & Steve Eulau

Lynda & Fred Evans
Judi & Manny Garcia

Lynn & Al Geller
Barbara Gural
Jim Harrison

GOLD COIN  
($10,000+)

RUBY  
($1,250+)

Nancy & Richard Francis
Rozanne & Randy Haege

Sandy Swanson

DIAMOND  
($6,000+)

Harriet Clune & Rich Stewart
Jeannette & Dennis Longwill

Laurie & Steven Weiss

EMERALD  
($3,000+)

Mary Harrison
Herb Hemming

Tom Hinkle
Jon Ives

Julie & Don Morath
Nancy Rasmussen & Bill Wayson

Paula & Scott Rushing
Jody Shapiro & Aaron Zaidoff

Rebecca & Jeffrey Smith
Valerie & Jeff Snider

Diana Troik
S. Blake Wade & Charles Wade

Stephanie Zierhut

45

RAGTIME



2026/2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

OFFICERS

ROBERT M. BERGER

EX OFFICIO

Legal Advisor

MOUSTAPHA ABOUSAMRA, MD
Doctor, Retired Neurosurgeon
Ventura County Neurosurgical Associates

CLAIRE BOWMAN 
Retired Educator/Owner  
Ripple Property Management 

ABRA PILAR FLORES 
Retired Educator/Costume Designer

JEFFREY S. GROVE, MD 
D.O., FACOFP dist.  
Suncoast Family Medical Associates

MICHAEL JACKOWITZ 
Producer  
WitzEnd Productions

MATT D. MARQUIS 
CEO 
Pacifica Hotels

TOM PARKER 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge (Ret.) 
Los Angeles FBI Field Bureau/  
Owner, Emerald Isle Security

RICHARD A. REISMAN, MD, FACOG 
Board Certified Obstetrician & Gynecologist 
Community Memorial Hospital

SCOTT RUSHING 
Owner 
Rushing Real Estate & Investment Co  
& Tri County Ag Pros

DAVID SIMPSON
Former Owner/President
The Scenic Express

DOUGLAS G. (GIL) WEBBER
Attorney
Law Office of Douglas G. Webber

DOUG HALTER 
President 
Owner, Halter-Encinas Enterprises 
Deputy Mayor, City of Ventura

JEANNE P. ADAMS, PH.D. 
Vice President 
Professor/Educational Consultant

ROSA LEE MEASURES 
Honorary Chair 
Real Estate and Investment Manager 
Former Deputy Mayor, City of Ventura

STEPHANIE ZIERHUT 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Retired Educator

SHELLY BRAUN
Community Volunteer 
Board of Advisors Liaison

SUSAN VAN ABEL
Community Volunteer 
Jewel Club Liaison

BRUCE BARRIOS 
Professional Mobile DJ 

Bruce Barrios Productions

CALI BAXTER 
Business Operations Manager

KIM BELL  
Vice President, Client Connections 

Corporate Inclusion Strategies 
The ActOne Group

MARCELL BRICKEY 
English Teacher 

Oxnard High School

JUNE CHADWICK 
Actor

SUSAN CLARK  
Actor/Producer

HARRIET CLUNE  
Retired Real Estate Broker/Manager 

Coldwell Banker 

KENNETH S. COLLIN  
Retired Businessman

FREDDIE CONTARINO 
Community Volunteer

  REBECCA FOX  
Retired Educator

NANCY BUTLER FRANCIS  
Retired Land Use Planner 

County of Ventura 

JOSIE GONZALEZ 
Attorney

2026/2027 BOARD OF ADVISORS

TRACY LONG, PH.D.  
Chair 

Director Ventura Botanical Gardens

RANDY HAEGE 
Retired School Administrator  

Los Angeles Unified School District

MYRON HARRISON 
CEO  

Harrison Industries/E.J. Harrison and Sons

KELLY-MARIE JONES 
Regional Sales Manager 

Point Broadcasting 

CATHERINE LEE 
Senior Living Director

RUTH PASH 
Vice-President 

Jewish Federation of Ventura County

MATTY PARK 
Retired Data Analyst 

Bank of America

RICH STEWART  
Retired Mortgage Lender  
Washington Mutual Bank

ED SUMMERS 
Retired Banker 

Former City Council Member, City of Ventura

SACHEEN SWAN  
Civil Law Clerk 

Ventura County Counsel

SUSAN VAN ABEL  
Community Volunteer
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DONORS

Dr. Jeanne Adams
Shawn Baker & Jeff Naylor
Ben & Julia Campbell Namba Fund to 
Benefit Rubicon Theatre*

Stacey & John W. Birchfield
Karyl Lynn Burns & James O’Neil
The Hon. Mary Ann Cohen

Anonymous
Carol & Robert Cole
Freddie Contarino
Jack Oakie & Victoria Horne Oakie 
Charitable Foundation

Barbara Gural
Laby Family Foundation
Loretta & Mike Merewether
Matty Park
Marla McNally & Lee Phillips

Anonymous (3)
Joanie &  
Moustapha AbouSamra

Jane Albusché
Denise & Wendell Allen
The Anne & David Gersh 
Charitable Fund

Another Beautiful Day to  
Excel Fund*

Miriam Arichea &  
Dr. Jeff Brackett

Bruce Barrios
Cali Baxter
Donna & Jerry Beatty
Kimberly Bell
Janet Beyries
Corinne Bourdeau &  
Andrew Koski

Claire Bowman
Marcell Brickey
Donna Burger

*Administered through the Ventura County Community Foundation.  
†Administered by Santa Barbara Foundation

The listing below reflects donations made between September 8, 2025, to September 8,  
2026. Donations made after September 8, 2026, will be included in the next program. To  
make a donation, or to let us know of any errors or omissions, please contact Perla Ponti,  
Special Projects Director, at 805.667.2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

$50,000+

$1,000 – $9,999

$10,000 – $49,999

Dr. Jeffrey Grove
Halter-Encinas Enterprises, Inc.
Nora McNeeley Hurley & Michael Hurley
Diana Troik
The Zaruka Family Charitable Fund,  
Linda L. Zaruka & John W. Zaruka

We gratefully acknowledge other gifts received through Fidelity Charitable,  
National Philanthropic Trust, Santa Barbara Foundation, and Synchrony Foundation.

Sue & John Burk
Patricia Butler
Louise & Tim Casey
Betsy Chess
City of Ventura
Cheri Clampett
Susan Clark
Harriet Clune & Rich Stewart
Kathy Constantino
Paul Copeland
Bob Davidovich
Jennifer Davis
MaryLu &  
Jim Degraffenreid

Diane & Pete Dowler
Nan Drake
Lalé & Jon Drucker
Duffy Family Trust
Frances Elson
Michael Edward Erickson & 
Thomas Ward Rollerson

Cherie & Michael Eulau
Lynda & Fred Evans
Abra Flores & Ed Burnett
Lauren Alexander &  
Terrence Foley

Nancy & Richard Francis
Judi & Manny Garcia
Judith Gerhart
Josie Gonzalez
Larry Gottesdiener
Anne Goulart
Nancy Grinstein &  
Neal Rabin

Rozanne &  
Randy Haege

Harper Family Fund
Jim Harrison
Mary Harrison
Myron Harrison
Herb Hemming
Dr. Ruth Hemming 

Lori & Richard Reisman
Smith-Hobson Foundation*

Jody Shapiro & Aaron Zaidoff
Valerie & Jeffrey Snider
Becky & Steve Snyder
Thomas C. Steinmetz
Warren & Katie Wanamaker Trust
Susan Van Abel & Eric Oltmann
Nancy Rasmussen & William Wayson
Sharon & Anson Williams

DONORS

$100 – $999
Anonymous (17)
Dixie Adeniran
Jane Advani
Dennis Allen
Fran Arner-Costello
Brooke & Everard Ashworth
Patti Avnet
Murray Bader
Denys Baker
Richard Baldwin
Daniel R. Ballard
Nigel Barker
Penny Barnds
Nell & Steven Baron
Mary Basolo
Kathleen Baushke
Staci Beam
Adele Beardsley
Christine Beirne
Dale Belcher
The Hon. Robert Benham
Dan Berendsen &  
Kevin Bruckman

Susan Berman &  
The Help Group

Laura & Peter Berson

$1,000 – $9,999 (cont.)
Tom Hinkle
Barbara & Anthony Hirsch
Hofer Properties &  
HP Media Signs 

Eng Flanders Group, Inc
Jon Ives
J. William & Elizabeth S. 
Robinson Foundation, Inc.

The Hon. Hannah-Beth  
Jackson & George Eskin

Kitty & John Johnston
Marilyn Juday
Chuck Kasper
Lynn P. Kirst
Megan Landry
Eva Leckman
Terri & Mark Lisagor
Dr. Tracy Long
Jeanette & Dennis Longwill
Marsha & Les Lovatt
Dara Marks & Randy Haney
The Hon. L. Paige Marvel

Rosa Lee Measures
Joanna & Samuel Monroe
Kathleen Mulligan
Phyllis Myers
The Neuwalder Family Trust
Mary L. Newbold
Dr. Carol & Christopher Oberg
Olga & Trent Jones Giving Fund
Sandy Oshinsky
Ruth Pash
Darlene Patrick
Celinda Pearson
Thomas Pecht
Doris Porch
Peter Ratcliffe
Jane Roberts
Paula & Scott Rushing
Darlene & John Russell
Joan Rutkowski
Mary Schaeffer
Frank Serena
Sher Family Charitable Fund

Louise Sherman
Nancy Sieh
Dave Simpson
Anne Smith Towbes†

Rebecca & Jeffrey Smith
Jeri Sutherling
Sacheen & Gabe Swan
Sandy Swanson
Frank Toth 
Kathryn & R. Allen Urban
Pamela & Charles Verrey
S. Blake & Charles Wade
Brandy Walker
Claudia & Gil Webber
Charles Weeks
Laurie & Steven Weiss
Karen &  
Dr. Robert W. White

Philip White
Katherine Wilkinson
Ellen & David Wohlstadter
Zane Family Donations

Peter Beuret
Dell & Paul Bishop
Inga & Jim Boldt
Josefina & James Boner
Laura Braddock
Elya Braden
Bret Bradigan
Grace Brandt
Susan Bredhoff
Theresa Brenner-Farrell
Debbie Bridges
Arlene Broslow
Karen Broumand &  
Thomas Parker

Karen & Kevin Brower
Michele & Steven Browne
Teresita & Dr. Donn R. Brown
Colleen Bruns
Natalie Bruton
Dianna & Robert Burdick
Ginny Camarillo
Andrea Carr
Peter Chapa
Linda Chatenever
Wietz Chatenever
David Chernof

Elise Childs
Jerome Clifford
Chuck Cohen
Ellen Coleman
Freddie & Andrea Contarino
Carin Craig
Arlene & Gerald Davis
Bonnie & Gary Davis
Dorothy & Gary Davis
Ivor Davis
Deborah E. Diamond
Disney Foundation
Patricia & John Distad
Terri Dowen
Susan Drapkin
Katie & Christo Dru
Judy Dugan
Sarah Dunn
Lorraine Ebdon
Jack Eberts
Elaine Edwards
Leslie Einstein
Ellen Rauch Charitable Trust
Diane Ellis
Linda Von Essen
Ruthann & Jerome Feingold
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DONORS

$100 – $999 (cont.)
Shauna Feingold
Patti & Peter Finie
Kathryn Fink
Paul Finkel
Lois & Roy Fischman
Barbara Fitzgerald
Judith & Mark Fleischman
Linda Flor
Heather & Scott Flournoy
Linda & Bob Friedline
Susan Friedman
Donna & J. Grant Fulgham
Cris & Bill Garlington
Jill & Randy George
Holly Gerber
Susan & Mark Ghilarducci
Heidi & Troy Gilbert
Kari Glynn
Myrna Golden-Trester
Carol & Martin Goldman
Howard Grey
Anne Grupp-Kaplan
Alyssa Gutierrez
Toni Guy
Linda Hadlen
Georgia & Donald Hall
Julia & Walter Hamann
James Hamilton
Susan Harbold
Melinda & David Harris
Carol Hart
Karen Harter
Therese Hartmann
Glenn Hayden
Christine &  
George Heavican

Kathryn Helms
Ellen & Patrick Henahan
Frances &  
Kenneth Hickman

Lois & Gary Hiraiwa
Linda Hitt
Susan Hodgson &  
Paul Rosenblum

Carolyn “Kim” Holmquist
Michelle & Reed Horwitz
Diane & Clark Hubbard
Teri Hubert
Missy Hughes &  
Hank Cheyne  

Camille Louise Hunter

Zoe Iverson &  
Robert Gibson Johnson

Michael Jackowitz
The Hon. Hannah-Beth 
Jackson & George Eskin

Beth Jaffe
Claire & Dennis Jenks
Ruth Johnson
Stephen Joyce
Lisa Kadowaki
Ellen Kampel
Joanne Kaplan
Phil Kaufman
Alan Keevy
Prof. Linda Kerns
Joan Kievman
Elizabeth Kinney
Terry Kirsch
Alan Kirschbaum
Melanie Klinghoffer
Will Knox
Jean & Arnold Kubelun
Marjorie Kurtz
Edward Lay
Catherine Lee
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch
Lisa Lemay
Stephanie Levine
Steven Levine
Wendy Lieb
Kate Linder
Barbara Lomas
Christine Longbine
Nancy & Robert Lopez
Gretchen Luchsinger
Lucky & Ed Lynch
Jennifer Macafee
Lee Margulies
Charlotte Martinsson
Pat & John Masterson
Margaret & Gerald Matchin
Christopher May
Janet McAleney
Douglas McAvoy
Amanda McBroom &  
George Ball

Joanne McDonald
Kate McLean & Steven Stone
Barbara Meister
Margaret Melton
Linda & Gerald Mendelsohn

Ogden Merenbach
Robert C. Meyer
Shannon Meyers
Jean & J. Midgley
Irene Miller
Ann & David Millican
Kathy & Wayne Morgan
Maggie Morin
Eve Morong
Stephanie Mortensen-Kirkcaldie
Normetta Muir
Christine & George Munro
Howard Murray
Next Step Studios
Heather Nicksay
Lindsay Nielson
Leslie Ogden &  
The Hon. Stephen Bennett

Madeline O’Rourke
Stephanie Orr
Judith Owen
Ruth & George Owens
P. Markgraf Charitable Fund
Vernal Pang
Virginia & Samuel Panossian
Joni Parrent
Barbara & Patrick Patten
Lauren Patten
Paula-Jeanne Feinberg  
Charitable Fund

Kathleen “Kappy” Paulson
Benjamin Pecht
Karen & Thomas Pecht
Rebecca & C. Pecsok
Fred Penney
Diane &  
The Hon. Steven Perren

Linda Peterson
Lois Phillips
Gene Pitman
Susan Pollard
Elizabeth Ponce
Shaune & Greg Ramirez
Heike Reagan &  
LaVern Hoffman

Douglas Reaver
Adrienne & Clarence Reeves
Michael Reichert
Dr. Paul Reisser
Debra Renick & Greg Thayer
Jeane Renick

DONORS

$100 – $999 (cont.)
Ann & Rodney Resnik
Margery Ricards
James J. Roach Jr., M.D.
Robert L. Lynch & Dianne 
Brace Family Foundation

Ellen Robinson
Joyce A. Robinson
Elizabeth Rodeno
Catherine Rose
Leon Rousso
Esther Rubin
Marie Ruelas
Marian Sager
Andrew Salveson
Sophronia Sanders
Edith Santangelo
Santangelo Family  
Charitable Trust

Mary & Sam Saputo
Hope Sarkowsky
Patricia Savage
Pamela & Cary Savitch
Liesa Schimmelpfennig
Laney & Dan Scully
Carol Sexton & Steve Ehret
Monica Shideler
Shirley Simms

Sus Smashey
Christine Smith
Shari Smith
Society of Riders 
Motorcycle Club

Billie & Stephen Sommars
Gregory Stamos
Marsha Stanton
Bruce W. Stark
Tracy & Michael Stark
Judith Streamer
Stephanie Strout
Michael Stump
Jenny Sullivan
Tania & Mark Sussman
Christine Swaidan
Sacheen Swan
Judith & Melvyn Swope
Shirley Thayer
Donna Thonis
Christine Thornton
Mary & Tim Troske
Susan Todd-Raque &  
Dr. David Raque

Turning Point Foundation
Bernadette & Daniel Uhlar
Vicki Vierra

Kenneth Wagner
Laurie Walters
Nancy Waltman &  
Harold Nachenberg

Marie Warner
David L. Weaver
Vivian & Bruce Weitz
James Whitney
Sylvia Wikholm
Vernon Willet
Das & Jonnie Williams
Margaret &  
Duane Williamson

Mel & Danielle Willis
Phyllis Wilson
Judith & David Wittig
Bernice Wolf
Cheri Wolfe
Carolyn Wood
Peter Wright
Joann Yabrof
Jay Yarm
Hiroko Yoshimoto
Michel Young
Cherri Ziegler
Stephanie & Kurt Zierhut
Leah & James Zondlo

Anonymous (12)
Mary Acord
Elaine Alarcon-Totten &  
Barclay Totten

Pam & Mike Andrews
Hazel Baldasti
Liz & Dan Ballard
Jill & Edward Banman
Teri Bibb & Andy Umberger
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Boring
Carolyn Briggs
Maren R. Briggs
Nancy & Ron Broschart
Janet Brown
Diana & David Butler
Patricia Caloia
Susan Colla
Steve Cousens
Sharon Crane
Chris Crice
James Dawson
Marjorie Diehl

$50 – $99
John Dudik
Kathleen & Robert Ellison
Roberta & Paul Endler
Rebecca Fox
Greg & Lori Frank
Ms. Jo-Ann Gordon
Hull Family Trust
Janice Jacobsen
Patricia Jurewicz
Christina & Daniel Kahn
Linda King
Daniel Lam
Marianne &  
Theodore Leitereg

Sharon Lyle
Rene Mack
Vintage on Main
Julia & Erik Nasarenko
Bob Naylor
Robert Nopar
Madeline O’Rourke
Patrick Phillippe

Jan Phillips
DeDe Pierce
Judith Rabin
Ann Ramirez
Joanne Rich
Gail Rolf
Adryan Russ &  
Dale Alan Cooke

Alan Scott
Pamela Stephens
Katherine Stephens-Miller
Amy Stonestreet
Marcia Tremblay
Igor Vorobyoff
Joanne Wallis
Dan Wheetman
Eliane & Richard White
E.J. Whitley
Elaine & Dave Woodruff
Gerald Yoshitomi
Tricia & Arnold Zane
Michael Ziton
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EDUCATION  |  Support

The listing below reflects donations made between September 8, 2025, to 
September 8, 2026. Donations made after September 8, 2026, will be included 
in the next program. To make a donation, or to let us know of any errors or 
omissions, please contact Perla Ponti, Special Projects Director, at 805.667.2912, 
ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

We gratefully acknowledge other gifts to education received through 
DAFgiving360, ImpactAssets Inc., and Renaissance Charitable Foundation.

*Administered through the Ventura County Community Foundation.

Anonymous (2)
Joanie &  

Moustapha AbouSamra
Miriam Arichea
Murray Bader
Penny Barnds
Mary Basolo
Adelle & Dennis Beardsley
Janet Beyries
Margaret & Gerald Matchin 

(Stiix Billiards)
Marie & Donald Bleier
Evelyne & Dirk Boon
Barbara Buevens
Donna Burger
Janey Campbell
The Hon. Mary Ann Cohen
Freddie Contarino
Barbara Dean
Susan Drapkin
Wanda Edwards
Abra Flores & Ed Burnett
Rebecca Fox
Cynthia L. Garcia
Judi & Manny Garcia
Debbie & Ross Goldberg
Sam Goldberg
Erica Hallahan

EDUCATION DONORS
Julia & Walter Hamann
John Hammer
Harper Family Fund, 

Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

The Harry & Judy Friedman 
Family Foundation

Christine & George Heavican
Cathy Herrera
Judy Hillestad
Kathie Hira and Paul Sagar
Jack Oakie & Victoria Horne 

Oakie Charitable Foundation
Helena Jonsdottir
Joanne Kaplan
Charles W. Kasper
Mary & David Kerrigan
Alan Kirschbaum
Lorraine La Porte
Catherine Lee
Eric Leibovitch
Kay Liddi
Lorrie & Steve Malloy
Florence Mangel
Barbara S. Meister
Linda & Gerald Mendelsohn
Loretta & Mike Merewether*

Kathy & Bryan Meyers
Priscilla & Forrest Mori

Judith R. Nelson
Virginia & Samuel Panossian
Debbie & John Perry
Gene Pitman
Shaune & Greg Ramirez
Nandini Rao
Margery Ricards
Eleanor Richman
The Rileys
Gail Rolf
Catherine Rose
AJ & RT Rubin
Marie Ruelas
Sherree Rushton
Robert Sallade
Louis Samonsky
Leonid Sassoon
Jody Shapiro 
Judy & Thomas Shaw
Piper Smith
Smith-Hobson Foundation*

Billie & Stephen Sommars
Amanda Squitieri
Jenny Sullivan
Barbara & Fred Tomblin
Karen Trainor
Diana Troik
Danielle & Mel Willis

Your support has helped Rubicon bring innovative storytelling, 
education, and outreach to the community for 27 years. As we 

move from being a founder-driven organization to a community 
institution, please consider making a donation to support  

the company’s Success-ion Plan.

SCAN  
TO DONATE:

Contact Seryozha LaPorte at slaporte@rubicontheatre.org  
to find out more about our customizable sponsorship packages. 

SPONSOR A SHOW

Members of the Legacy Society help ensure Rubicon’s artistic  
and educational programs enrich future generations of theatre-
lovers. For information on making a lasting impact, contact  
Jonathan Drahos Ph.D. at jdrahos@rubicontheatre.org.

JOIN OUR THE SYCAMORE SOCIETY
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Tributes are made to honor a loved one, celebrate a special occasion, or 
remember those who have passed away. Thank you to the following individuals 
for making a tribute gift to the theatre. These listings reflect one-time gifts of $100 
or more, received September 8, 2025 to September 8, 2026. To make a gift, or 
to let us know about a correction, please contact Perla Ponti, Special Projects 
Director, at 805.667.2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

TRIBUTES

In Memory of Lynn Allen
Dennis Allen

In Honor of Penny Barnds
Gene Pitman

In Memory of  
Alexander Christian Beirne 

Christine Beirne

In Memory of Clement E. Blake
Carolyn “Kim” Holmquist

In Honor of Karyl Lynn Burns 
Penelope Barnds 

Pat Butler 
Barbara Hirsch 

Zoe Iverson & Gib Johnson 
Joanne Kaplan 

Rosa Lee Measures 
Barbara S. Meister 

James Whitney 

In honor of Karyl Lynn Burns,  
with admiration for her brilliance, 
creative genius, loving care, and 

unwavering dedication. 
Dr. Jeanne Adams 

In Honor of Karyl Lynn Burns  
& Jim O’Neil
Jenny Sullivan 

In Memory of Mary Choura 
John & Pat Masterson 

In Honor of Mary Ann Cohen 
L. Paige Marvel

In Memory of Carol Cole
Loretta & Mike Merewether

In Memory of Ivor Davis 
Nancy & Richard Francis 

In Honor of Jonathon Drahos,  
Joseph Fuqua & Karyl Lynn Burns 

Lois & Roy Fischman 

In Memory of Normand Kurtz  
Marjorie Kurtz 

In Honor of Kay Liddi’s 90TH Birthday 
Freddie Contarino 

In Honor of Rosa Lee Measures 
Joni Parrent 

TRIBUTES

In Honor of Barbara Meister’s 

Birthday 
Jody Shapiro

In Loving Memory of Stephanie Moro 
Eve Morong 

In Memory of Eileen Ogle &  
Judith R. Nelson  

Hon. Mary Ann Cohen

In Honor of Eloise Olson Cohen 
Chuck Cohen  

In Memory of Matthew Perry  
Anonymous

In Memory of Lorraine Serena  
Frank Serena 

In Memory of Brad Setser  
Staci Beam 

Dr. Susan Berman & The Help Group 
Debbie Bridges 

Terri & Andy Dowen 
Eng Flanders Group, Inc. 

Holly Gerber 
Society of Riders Motorcycle Club 

In Honor of Art Shaffman  
Jody Shapiro & Aaron Zaidoff 

In Memory of Art Shaffman  
Diana Troik 

In Memory of George & Mary Snyder  
Becky & Steven Snyder 

In Honor of Joe Spano’s 80TH Birthday  
Joanie & Moustapha AbouSamra 

Jane Albusché 
Donna & Jerry Beatty 

Tracy Long 
Amanda McBroom & George Ball 

Barbara Meister 
Pamela & Cary Savitch 

Susan Van Abel & Greg Oltmann 
Bruce Weitz 

In Memory of Gary C. Stafford 
Harper Family Fund through 

Renaissance Charitable Foundation 

In Honor of  
Rob Sternin & Prudence Fraser 

Louise & Tim Casey 
Nora McNeely Hurley &  

Michael Hurley   

54 55

RAGTIME RAGTIME



BEHIND-THE-SCENES

RUBICON THEATRE STAFF
Producing Artistic Director...............................................Dr. Jonathan Drahos
Co-Founder/Producing Artistic Director................................. Karyl Lynn Burns 
Co-Founder/Artistic Director Emeritus......................................... James O’Neil
Associate Artistic Director/Producer.......................................Stephanie Coltrin
General Manager/Development Director............................. Seryozha La Porte
Finance & Operations Director...................................................... Ellen White
Special Projects Director.................................................... Perla Medina Ponti
Creative & Marketing Director...................................................Sandy Aichner
Marketing & Social Media Manager....................................Spencer Zetterberg
Guest Services Director.................................................................Steve Braun
Production Manager.......................................................... Christopher Beyries
Assistant Technical Director...........................................................Kevin Stepp 
Interim Technical Director................................................................Joe Lopez
Summer Program Director.......................................................... Joseph Fuqua
House Manager & Volunteer Coordinator...................................Diane Frantela
Executive Assistant/Company Manager................................... Cheyenne Ward
Guest Services Associate....................................................... Vanessa Navarro
Administrative Assistant............................................................... Lily McGuire

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION CREDITS  
Master Electrician..........................................................................Adam Bahir
Set Construction.............................................................................. Sets to Go
Assistant Costume Designer/Wardrobe Run Crew....................... Emilyna Cullin
Backstage/A2...............................................................................Ben Hament
Backstage Crew...........................................................................John Marston
Audio Engineers...............................................Danny Fiandaca, Arwyn Austin
Wig Supervisor/Wardrobe......................................................Ashley D. Young
Wardrobe/Laundry................................................................Moriah Gardener
Load-In Crew..........................................Mike Butler, Ben Hament, Joe Lopez, 

John Marston, James Spruill, Kevin Stepp

BUSINESS CONSULTANTS
Strategic Development................................................... Hannah-Beth Jackson
Systems & IT............................................. Israel Galindo, Advanced Networks
Graphic Design & Website.............................................. Mance Creative, Inc.

ARTISTIC CONSULTANTS
Artistic Associates................ Thomas S. Giamario, J. Scott Lapp, Jenny Sullivan
Company Members............................... George Ball, Joseph Fuqua, Joe Spano
Director of New Works....................................................... Michael Jackowitz
Director of International Programming...................................Katharine Farmer 
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ABOUT RUBICON THEATRE COMPANY

1006 E. Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001
Box Office: 805.667.2900   Fax: 805.667.2903

Offices: 805.667.2912
Email: guestservices@rubicontheatre.org

www.rubicontheatre.org
 Rubicon Theatre Company is a Non-Profit 501(c)3 Organization. 

Federal Tax ID #: 77-0495901

/RubiconTheatre @RubiconTheatre

@RubiconTheatre @RubiconTheatreCompany4415

Rubicon Theatre Company was founded in 1998 as an actors’ and directors’ 
company, committed to creating a nurturing environment for artists where 
exploration and experimentation would be encouraged and supported. In the 
company’s intimate 180-seat home in Ventura’s Downtown Cultural District, 
The company has played to more than 550,000 audience members and reached 
54,000 students.

True to the Company’s name and the vision of founders Karyl Lynn Burns and 
James O’Neil, and Producing Artistic Director Dr. Jonathan Drahos, the company 
has developed a reputation for innovation, approaching classics with a fresh eye, 
and treating new works with a reverence often reserved for classics. Rubicon has 
been the recipient of a special award for Sustained Excellence from the Los Angeles 
Drama Critics Circle, and has received two New York Drama Desk Awards. The 
Company has also received multiple Ovation, Indy, Rep, and NAACP Awards. 

Many luminaries have graced the Rubicon stage, including Tony, Obie, Olivier, 
Ariel, and Dora Award winners. These artists work in concert with Rubicon 
company members, regional and local professionals, and aspiring young artists 
from Rubicon’s education and outreach programs. 

Rubicon is governed by a Board of Directors of local business and civic  
leaders led by Board President Doug Halter and Honorary Chair Rosa Lee 
Measures; and supported by a Board of Advisors and a volunteer auxiliary.

A Special Thanks to Our  A Special Thanks to Our  
Rubicon Jewel Club SponsorRubicon Jewel Club Sponsor

fine wines at discount prices fine wines at discount prices 
 805.684.7440 |  805.684.7440 | wwwwww.carpinteriawineco..carpinteriawineco.comcom

4193 Carpinteria Ave #1, Carpinteria, CA 930134193 Carpinteria Ave #1, Carpinteria, CA 93013

DOTTIE & BERNIE 
NOVATT 

DOTTIE & BERNIE 
NOVATT 
To our Mom and Dad,

We miss and honor you everyday. 
You will always be the sunshine of our lives. 

With tons of love,
Sharon Novatt Ehrlich and the entire Novatt Family
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GOLD COAST REALTORS
OFFICE 805.339.3502805.339.3502 
MOBILE 805.267.6701805.267.6701

5720 Ralston St. Ventura California
visit www.FredEvans.comwww.FredEvans.com for current, active listings

DRE License No. 00893591

Fred Evans… Sells Ventura County to the World!

OCEAN VIEW ROAD 5 acres with approximately 
300 producing avocado trees.  Located on top of 
Rincon Mountain, Spectacular coastline and island 
views.  Casitas Water District.  Gated community 
with road association.  Power available on Ocean 
View Road.  Tremendous potential.  LISTED FOR 
$1,500,000  www.fredevans.com

VENTURA

5306 SANDPIPER WAY Mandalay Shores Built 
in 2020, 4 BR, 4.5 BA. Approx. 3,074 SF. 10 homes from 
the beach via private walkway. Private rooftop deck w/ 
mountain & slight ocean views, outdoor shower, tankless 
water heater & whole-house water filtration. REDUCTION 
$1,999,000 www.5306SandpiperWay.com

OXNARD

SANTA PAULA

KOENIGSTEIN Upper Ojai, 20 Acres Hilltop 
Home Site.  Spectacular views of the Topa Topas 
and the valley below.  Open spaces and peaceful 
surroundings.  Access easement adjacent to 12096 
Koenigstein Road.  Temporary graded road to the top 
of the hill. PRICE REDUCED TO $350,000 
www.FredEvans.com

324 KIAWAH RIVER DRIVE Oxnard’s 
RiverPark at The Collection! Private apartment studio, 
complete with a full bath and kitchenette. 3 BD, 2.5 
BA, approx..2,004 sf. Just steps from The Collection, 
you’ll enjoy shopping, dining, entertainment, parks, 
schools, & Whole Foods. LISTED FOR $899,000  
www.324KiawahRiver.com

OXNARD

1184 COLINA VISTA 20-acre Horse property 
within a private gated estate in the hills of Ventura. 
Panoramic views. 4 BR, 3 BAs. Built in 1998 w/ 
approx. 2774 sf. Pool & spa, horse corrals, riding 
trails & private hillside hiking trail! Your own family 
compound. OFFERED AT $1,999,000 
www.1184ColinaVista.com

VENTURA

OJAI VALLEY

10948 ALTO COURT Ojai Valley Saddle Mountain. 
Mediterranean master piece. Built in 2003, featuring 4 
bedrooms, 5 ½ baths, 6 fireplaces, approximately 6,421 square 
feet on almost a 5-acre lot. Infinity pool, outdoor kitchen and 2 
solar systems, 1 for the pool. Zoned for horses. NEW PRICE 
$3,995,000 www.10948AltoCourt.com

2790 SAILOR AVENUE Ventura Keys Waterfront 
Boat Dock Home! Tuscan-style villa. Spacious two-story, 
3-BD, 4-BA home, rebuilt in 2009, w/ approx. 3458 sf. 
High end & custom features throughout. Waterfront 
deck, plus (approx.) 35 ft. boat dock. SOLD FOR 
$3,033,750 www.2790SailorAve.com

VENTURA

1690 BUENA VISTA STREET Build Your 
Dream Home w/ Panoramic Views, Ventura. Privacy 
at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac — behind a private 
gate, nestled on approx. 1 acre of land. Preliminary 
architectural renderings available to help jumpstart 
your vision. LISTED FOR $800,000  
www.1690BuenaVista.com

5828 WHEELER CANYON Wheeler Canyon 
Retreat on 1.17 Acres! Historic 3BR + 1.5BA, approx. 2,100 
sq. ft. home, originally a 1895 schoolhouse, converted to 
a home in 1946, steel barn w/ office, RV cover, gazebo, 
spa & pool, two wells, whole-house generator, and 
scenic creek setting. LISTED FOR $1,975,000 
www.5828WheelerCanyonRoad.com

  SANTA PAULA

FRED EVANS
Co-Founder

SOLD

SEE SEE FREDFRED SELL… HE SELLS WELL! SELL… HE SELLS WELL!

THE FRED EVANS TEAM



